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2 IF. 


WE 


Tus Taurr CunisTiaN 


READER: 


T ic wot a time now (if ever ) to comple 
ment with dying men and women that 
poor aid which any ſerious Chriſtian can 
-endeauenr to give , in ſuch apublick 
Calamity, as we al nom do, or ſhould 
dle eply lament. The eth Labou: 
* Bros this ſmall e, m_ muſt ; 
ac 1 0 concerning fer hit 
A 1 oh having been ſome time, til of 14 im- 
pleyed 8 4 Miniſter, He cannot but weep 
over it, . — Conformity to bis Great Preſident's weep- 
eruſalem 
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5 o the Reader. 
bearts of ſome few, who as formerly, do ſtill moſt Hectio- 

_ * for her, thongh they can do little elſe. fa 

The Plague rages amongſt us. Good men as well, though 

I hope not as much as bad men, are obnoxions tothis viſta- 

tion. The latter anaerſtand little of the Duty or Comforts 
manife#ed in Scripture , Spiritually kuowing nothing as 

all. Such if they will way hear the ſounding of Gods 

Bowels and tender Mercies to them, as in ſome other in- 
flances, ſo not leaſt of all in thiſe Comprehenſive, though 
SHORT INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SICK, with 

ſome other, ery lately made publick by an Eminent Labou- 

rer in the Goſpel, which, with his leave, may be ſtil d His 
repeated | Call to the Unconverted ] in Epitome, or their 

( Now or Never) indeed. The Lord make thoſe Inflre- | 
Hlons as effectual, as they are moſt opportune and im- 
portunate tes with mens ſouls, Surely the endeauouring of | 
founers converſion, eſpecially at the brink of the Grave, | 
muſt nee di be a work of Sage Prudence, and an Apoſffolick 
Spirit. But who & ſufficient as for that, ſo for the reſt — 
of the Labour ? viz. The Edification an Bolldieg up of | 
Souls in their mo# holy Faith, when their bodies are 
near ruine ? Truly, be that N (whos ? ) muſt 
anſwer for himſelf, that be of all men, is not: Who 
counts it bis great Duty to deplore it, as well as 10 confeſs 
it: And whilſt he laments his amn evident i officlency; 
to rely wpon that ſufficiency which i of God to Di- | 
rect, Aſſiſt, and Bleſs the meancſt of all bus Labourers. | 

As for good men and women, who are fo, though 

they can ſcarce themſelues think'ſo, yet they are Chre 
flock; And the Sheep and Shepherds too, caunit 
cblefly tender their good, Now lis clear that Deu i 
wear them as well us others, Tea fore. 

tow Children laue brew fu of the Pla 
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To the Reade 3 
1 know do much doubt it to be King Hezekiabs ficknefs 
unto death; Nay, ſome have dy'd of it, a4 a molt Eminent 
Mini ſter of this City nat long ago. And tis not que- 
ſtion d by ſome conſiderable Divines, but that many 1 the 
converted Corinthians dyed of the Plazue, as well as 
others of them were much viſue with it, ſo that 
many were fick, and many weak, 2 ſome may 
ſay, there may be no perempiorily aſſerted ground for 4 
good mans looking on himſelf as . and exem- 
pred in a common danger and calamity. But however it 
muſt be remembred, that 4 good man hath no reaſon to fear 
the fear of the wicked, whilſt he hopes not their hope : 
He having more reaſon then any wicked perſons have, to 
wait upon God for a ſpecial Protection; if theninty firſt 
© Pſalm be 4 part of his Charter, as no doubt it 1. Tet 
' wotwithſlanaing 1 find a great Terrour upon this Plague 
even poſſefing Good a4 well as Bad men. Which 1 am 


the more troabled at ;, becauſe as good people have leſs 


cauſe to fink and faint away; ſo Chrift by their diſpon- 
dency hath the leſs Honour, Which two inconvenien- 
cies mach ſadder then a Plague, © that I could, as 4 
poor Inſtrument, if not remove, yet abate, at leaſt in ſome: 
o let Saints bear up, and ſtand in the Gap, or Breach : 
Aaron you know ran into the widſft of the viſited Coa- 
gregation , and ford between the Dead and the Living 
making atonement for them, till the Plague was ftayed, 
Numb. 16. 47, 48. Hub Chrift made his people 4 Royal 
Prieſthood to offer up Spiritual Sacrifices acceptable by 
Feſus Chriſt? and ſhall ſuch run from the Congregation ? 
1 mean from their Duty, their Calling, their Charge, their 
own people, yea God and all, in vain ? O let Cbriſt be ho- 
noured for the increaſe of whoſe Kingdom, by the conſcien- 
clowns labours of Gods Children in their places, The —_ 
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WY. Ie Mathe Rea 3 | N | 
both doth and ſhall ſland through Gods mercy remembred in | | 
«ll bis 5 il the great and general day of the 
Lords Tribunal. | 

There art inated no greater Motives to any good Action, 
or endeavour , then the advance of Chrifts Honour, ad 
of the Holineſs and Happineſs of poor ſouls, who may, if 
they be wiſe, become with Abraham ſtrong in Faith, and ſo y 
rewarded with ſtrong Conſolation, that belie ving ſo, with 
him, they might rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of 
glory, not only after, but alſo before their death. AR 
which is plainly intended in the Subject, or Scripture here 
preſented to ſuch as would be ſerious and (afe. Which 
Deſign of God, and intere of man, if it be ſincerely 
eſpouſed in the enſuing Diſcourſe : God will I hope in mercy 
pardon, and every good perſon pity his infirmities, who | 
in pity prayes for a bleſſing of God won this, and all 
other means to be aſed by ſuch as are ſick of the fears of 
Death before they are viſited. Who therefore will not 
ſerely, when a Cordial & brought them from the God of 
Heaven, fling Glaſſe and al, in contempt at the poor Mel- + 


ſenger; who is | 1 
( Chriſtian Reader ) 
Thine in tbe LORD heartily, 


R. T. 
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An Antidote againſt the Fears 
of Death, 


[ Heb. 2. 15. 


And deliver them, who through fear 
of death were all their life time 
ubect to bondage. 


tality and Eternity 

5s to look about us, whoſe 
if Bodies, when once God is angry, 
ue but def and «ſhes under 2 
| : When Pe 


1 An Ami againſt 
very Tent to ſlay them: When Gods Priſoners are ſhut 
up from all comfort and Company of this life: Then, 
ſurely then, no fellowſhip like the felowſbip of Chrifts 
ſufferings z No Sanctuary like his Sepalchre; No Phyſo- 
clan like him, whoſe blond is ot infinite valse and wertue 
too; Ny Deliverer from the miſeries and fears of death 
but this Jeſus z this Chriſt that dyed. For his Death 
affords bread broken and ready prepared to refreſh and 
revive both the i ving and dying: His bloud ſhed is the 
beſt Weapon ſalve, or Plague- water; the only Preſer- 
vative of all thoſe that have received the Arrows of the 
Almighty, and the Meſſengers of Death; whether we 
confider Famine, Wounds, or Plague of mens own 
hearts, or bodies, Bat ic is comfort againſt Death in 
general, and the fears of it, that I deſign for the bene- 
t of the Saints timorous ſouls, partakers with me of 
fleſh and bloud, who muſt certainiy, and may ſuddenly - 
dye e And bleſſed Erernally be the Lord Jeſus, it is his 
Grand and ſpecial depen, who becauſe the children did 
ke of fleſh and blond, and too much communicate 
in its fears of Death, did himſelf take part of the ſame; 
he lived and died: That fo feeling the bitterneſs both 
of the life and death of fleſh, he might as comfort his peo- 
ple in all their tribulations, / eſpecially deliver them, 
who through fear of death, were all their life time 
 jet# ro bondage, I need not tell you a thing ſo obvi- 
ous, How that Chriſt in bis higheſt preheminence is the 
theame of this Epiſfle to the-Hebrews z which after a 
© glorious and fiugular manner diſplaies the honour and 
excellency-of Chriſt before the eyes of all, both Jew 
and Gentile, who = — too prone ous very baſe 
and low thou his 21grarnatios and Hamanity, 
——— —— ſhall therefore _ 
| * * | 8 more : 
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the fears. of Daub. 3 
more narrowly acquaint you with the import of-this 
Text: The which, with the preceding verſe, is 
by Gods light ta give us 2 ſoul : animating aud tranſ- 
forming view of Chriſt, Where we may ſee him tri- 
\wmphing with all his elect Sanidiers, ſome worthies eſpe- 
cially, over Death and Hell, and the Devil too. Foraſ- 
— then 4s the Children are partakers of fleſh and 
blond, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part > the ſame, 
that through death he might _ 1 at had the 
power of ' death, that u, the Devil, and deliver them 
who through fear of death, were all their life time ſub- 
ject n bondaze. Mberein you have, as inthe Coherence, 
not only Cbriſt and the Saints death, but alſo their 
F victory over it. In the Text it ſelf you have theſe two 

arts: | 
| F 1. The Saints ae nature. not only to dye, but 
| before hand to labour under the fears of death 4 their 
| ſaljection to bondage, with the continuance thereof; 41 
their life time. ä 
2. Their deliverance by Chriſt; And deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their life time ſalj ed to 
bondage. Where you ſee their deliveranceis very com. 
| prebenfive. And deliver them: Their perſons are glorl- | 
ouſly delivered; whether you reſpe& death it ſelf, the 
| power and fing of Death, or the fears of Death, ot that 
} bondage upon the account of thoſe fears, which renders 
| their life moſt uncomfortable, The deliverance by Chriſt 
bates none of theſe. Nowy there are ſome words aad 
paſſages in my Text to be opened, that I may clear m 
way to the Doctrines which are to be found in this ble 
- Fed Scripture; Being all fach,as highly concern all mortal 
man, eſpecially in a time e „ ebe 
. Then, what Death is this?” Which is brought in 
1 133%. > Sk 32 b- 1k here - 8 
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4 1 due —_ | 
here 2s 4 King of fears, ſo terrible, that the Devil 
ſeems to be but its Yice- Rey; who would never be ſo 
dreaded, were it not for deeb, from which be receives 
power to Captivate and tyrannize over the Con- 
feiences of men, that are cow'd with guilt, and exfeebled 
with the hand- writing againſt them in their own breaſts, 
who. when moſt carnally afleep,do notwithſtanding now 
and then fadly dream of ſome ſudden reckoning and 
dreadful execution. 

2. What are theſe fears ? Seeing fear of Death is ſo 
natural to, and common amongſt the Saints. 

3. What is meant by being ſubject to bondage? Are 
not all Saints more or label to many ſad fears of 
death? Even thoſe that fometimes can vaunt over ic 
with the Apoſtle Paul, may ſometimes alſo fear leaſt 
at 1 er ſuſfer fhipwr ack, and become Ca- 


© What is meant by af their fe time ? What deli- 
—— all cheir life time ſo ſubject? 
5, What is * thus for the 
le of God by the power of Chriſt, and the tray 
| of his death ? Ta theſe reaſonable 
briefly. 


Full What Death is this here meant? ſis naqug- 
Rionably natural death; the diſſolution or departure of 
the ſoul 5— 8 The body ene way to the duft 
and 3 the ſoul anther way, even to God that gave 
it. This is the Death bere ſpoken of; The more terrible 
—— of all, and Eternal dammaion 

135 conſequent thereupon, Now in- 

nach 3s ark the Text, feſb 0d di men. 
which-moſt ſhrinks —— as that part of 

| mans e that 22 death the only 


the fears of Death. 9 
| e: And in as much as Chriſt therefore took pare 
of the ſame fleſh and bloud, and fo therein taſted dearth 
for every man; it is but plainly abſurd to doubt that 
natural death is here meant. 
| Secondly, What are the fears of Death here ſpoken 
of? Seeing fear of Death is ſo natural to, and common 
amongſt che Saints. The Text will a»ſwer tor me; the 
latter expreſſion in the words reſolves you. They are 
ſlaviſh fears, not natural or filial. Such fears as when in 
; any meaſure in the Saints, have a certain tang of the 
| ſpirit of bondage; Fears which do debaſe the ingenaity and 
confidence of children, As Saints are called juſt before 
the Text, For as much then as thechildren are parta- 
kers of fleſh» and blau: And fo thereupon: indeed ate 
| naturally ſubject to great fears, and by 5a, to . 
1 dage too in their ſence and apprehenfion of Death; 
F. | therefore Chriſt took pare of their fleſh, that he mighc 
| deliver thoſe who by reaſon of their fleſh and bloud were 
ſubje& to great _ of deah : That ſo be _—_ reco- 
| ver them into the juſt temper, ingennity, and liberty ot the 
* children of God. r p 
Tan Mig Enema by ing ſebject to bondage? 
| Are not all Saints more or leſs ſolj ect to very g eat and 
| ſteviſb fears of death? Yea, ſuch as can ſometimes vaunt 
| over it with the Apoſtle Paal. do yet ſometimes alſo 
8 even fear leaſt at death they ſuffer ſhipwrack,and become 
Caſtawaies, I anſwer, Ie is not to be underſtood tha 
any are ſo delivered, as to be quite rid of theſe fears, c- 
of all proneneſi to, and poſſibility of them; that they ſee 
and hear of theſe enemies no more, For according to. 
ſuch a kind N ra deliverance could noc 
be wrought till aſter death; after which Same NM 
ſhall neither ſin, nor ſorrom, nor fear, aq be in 
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words of the Text ſhould not run as they do thus, [hs 
were all their life time ſubje(# to bondage,” but who were, 
and ſtill are, and: ſhall. be till death ſubjeR to bondage, 
yet who indeed ſhall ter death be perfectly delivered 
from the fears of Death, Traly, as the Text can by 
no means admit or bear ſuch a reading; ſone reaſon cãn 
make clear ſence of it. For to be freed fromthe fears 
of death, declares death wot paſt but to come, and ſo notes 
a deliverance wrought is this life. What great pur- 
chaſe were it, ſhould a man undertake to deliver me from 
the fears of that evil, which I have already quite paſt 
through ? So abſurd is it to imagine, that Chriſts au 
delivering of Saints from the fears of Death commences 
not, * —— both _ it __ &f ep 
too, naturally together with it 3 
uite gane. Nay, <P. wickedeſt man d F in his 
$, be as properly ſaid to be delivered from the 
fears of his natural death, a moment or two after he is 
dead; for how can he fear what he is ſure is irrecoveri- 
bly pa# : If a man dies, ſhall he live again? Nay, ſhall 
he dye again? So that if this be all Chriſts death doth 
for the Saints, that when they be dead they ſhould not 
fear dying, or a peſt death; it then doth but «Fm age- 
re, doth but what is done to hand by every ones death it 
ſelf. Well then certainly Chriſts delivering Saints 
from the fears of death muſt denote death not paſt, but 
to come unto the delivered. And thereupon Sabi ectian 
to bondage, cannot ſigniſie any proneneſs to, or poſſibility 
of ſome evil fears of death, as that from which the 
Saints are in ths life delivered; But ſomewhat more 


concerning, and indeed more miſerable, plainly and 


Emphatically given out in that very „ 
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A. Antidore againſt FOE 
bondage any more, If ſuch were the ſence, then the | 
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1 *%. 2 | 4 | a . ears | oe! 8 * 5 
word dex C bei q ade, } For this word F, which 


we find rendered in the Text ſaljed, ſignifies ſuch as 


are bound, held faſt, ſome rendering it, obnaxii, ſome 


i, ſome qui tenentar, all agree in the ſame no 
tion, ot its importing as much as bound, held faſt, ma- 
nicled or fettered: Held faſt as a bird taken in a ſnare, or 
a Malef actor arreſted by a Serjeant, or as à condemned 
may manacled and fettered againſt the day of Execati. 
on, and ſo held faſt as to be in hourly or — fears 
of death; which whether it be the conflent condition 
of all or any of Gods people all their daies, comes next 
to be conſidered. 5 

4. What is meant by all their life time? What deli- 
verance if all their lite time fo ſubject? I anſw 
plain, that by al their life time, muſt be meant 


part of their life time, before they come to enjoy aa | 


nefir of this deliverance by Chriſt ; and is equivalent 
to {| All their former life time, ] looking bacłkwardi td 


their ff, not forwards to their loft breath, That the 


time paſs of their lite is only here intended as the time a 
this their bondage is clear in the very Text; ¶ Whoal 


their life time were. ] not ſtill r ot ſhall be: But only 
who could never otherwiſe all their life dime or ſefere, get 
any true freedom from theſe feats, and this bondage 
bun by Feſus Chriſt, and that upon the moſt ſeriows medi 
tation and due application of the merit and deſigns of his 
Death. So then the'Sunts are not all their life time, 
enſlaved, bound, and as it were manacled and fettered 
in priſon; but coming to a right underſtanding of Chriſts 
death, they are wonderfully. ſet looſe and at liberty 

Chriſt: So as not to be held faſ in the clutches at Sa- 
tan; although all their life time before, C 
the Devil held them fa by the fears of 


th and 


** 


„ 


cence and 


* 
udg ment. 
J 8 2 9 


__ 


2 "3 K 4 — ve 
_— 


x4 ho x * . , 8 
. "Ts. 5 1 * 1 3 « * F, N44 * 4 4 Fas * . 
L 3 in, 7 4 2 2 * 
1 T 1 , — 


0 — | . : 
| ee. Aſter which Liberty ſo obtained, none 


people arc quite taken priſoners, held and bound 


hand and foot, as we ſay, with theſe fears ; though alas 


many times ſorely Hanes. The Devil may be ſobold 


as to arreſt them with theſe fears, but can never altoge- 
ther captivate and exſlave them, much leſs carry them 
away as it were to the ſtrong Held, and detain them un- 
der the power thereof, Where ever he finds Gods chil- 


dren arreſting them with theſe fears of death, he finds 


them in priviledged places, as I may ſay; his Arreſt is 
againſt the Law of Cod; the Goſpel Charter. And there 
is one. eſpecially, if fled to, and called upon, that will 
take off the Arreſt,even 11. Chriſt, the Captain of their 


on, and powerfully deliver them from the Devils 
ightful ſuggeſtions, and all choſe aſtoniſhing 
having deſtroyed him himſelf, and already put 
him to his fearing and trembling, That . death 
he "might deflroy lim that had the Power of death, 
that is, the Devil, and ( So) deliver them, who through 
fear of death, were all their life time ſubje# to len- 
4 


ä Sifcbly, What deliverance is this? Wrought for the 
people of God bythe power of Chriff, and the tranſacti- 
ens of his Death, It is a deliverance ſo deſcribed here, 
(to obſerve the Logick of the Text,) as that it direct - 
8 our eyes to behold, Firſt, The Deliverer him- 
— Feſwe Chriſt, Secondly, The miſery he delivers 

rom, | 
Firſt, The Deliverer himſelf Jeſus Chriſt. And 


hn pe ee 
1 nee 
m t power 
' * Devil, 


death, that is, 
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his end. How great is he who diſappoints the devices 


from which Chriſt delivers his e, and that 
* C * under 


Free E ˙ wn ett 3; 
deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
life time ſabje& to bondage. By taking unt6 himſelf 
fleſh and bloud, By living and dying, this was his great 
Deſign to deliver poor mortal men from the fears of 
Death. Great Comfort ſurely ! He, he, will not fail of 


- 


„ 
; 


of the crafty, ſo that their hands cannot perform their 
enterprize * And there is none that can controule him, ot 
hinder him in his deſign, who ran down the Devil him- 
ſelf that ſtood in his way. He was ſo ſet on this deſign 
of delivering his children from the fears of Death, that 
he deſtroyed the Devil, who had the greateſt power of 
death - ſe _ 3 had Pd 

2. As it is 2 Deliverance deſig ned, fo purchaſed 
him, at the price of his Dea: He falle 44h r 
every man, that he might deliver, c“? He parchaſed with 
his own bloud the deliverance of his people from the 
fears of death, | 

3. As defigned and parchaſed, ſo really and actually 
voxchſafed ; he deſtroyed the Power of the Tyrant who 
detained them as ſlaves, and ſet them at liberty. As it was 
ſaid of Herod, He way dead that the Childs life; 
ſo may it be ſaid of che Devil; He is 4ftreped that 
enſlaved the poor Conſciences of mortal men with the 


horrid fears of Death . And they that are in Chriſt are. gray. | 


not under his power; ſo it may be ſaid of them only c ( piahe 
that they were ſubject to bondage, cloſely held to it; * 7. 


+ 5 


babendus fue 


but nom they are looſe and at liberty, to ſerve God with» gan, 
out fear in righteouſneſs and holineſs all the daies of Caly. 
their life. But now, | | 

- Secondly, This Aga! Deliverance is further deſcri- 
bed ſoas to lead us to the Conſideration of the miſery 


— * 
« * - 
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© under thoſe words; Death, Fears, Bondage: 


. is true all Chriſts redeemed. ones dye; or, are tranſlated": 
. But Death is not death to them; but rather à meer 
** ſbadow; and whileſt it is a ſad reality to others, it is 
8 truly but as a ſleep to the Saints. Ic is ſaid therefore of 


I Kings 2.10, the beſt meer men, they ſlept with their Fathers; But 
kings 1.43. af the Beſt and Greateſt-God-Man Feſus Chriſt, that he 
en „ died; He taſted of death for every man, as you have ic 
zre, id alittle before my Text, that is, for the good and ad- 
A morrem vantage of all the children. He taſted for them, ( it is 
. 2 a u,) he drank up that Cup; * He taſted ſo as they 
—— c- never do, that they might not taſte the bitterneſs of 
e [0114 Death. He faſtedit for them, they only as it were hiſs 
— "the Cup. Chriſt dh ed, they fleep. Now who will ſay, 
SEnriſtus in tro that ſteeping is dying indeed; that it is a miſery or im- 
__ perfection to fall aſleep: Unleſs we can think Adam to 


one, cum 


Pad worrem be miſerable in innocency, and fallen before his wife 


e f, temprod him, or was yet made of him; for he was 
EQuibuſdan aſleep when Eve was formed of his Rib. Sleeping then 
75 mplac is. not à miſery, no more is the Saints death, who fall 


mortuus (it, 


iſ. There may indeed be ſome ſimilitude in the 


Sn the matter) unto the nect ſnity and refreſhment of ſleep, 


erat taking it at the worſt, after that the Fall had decayed 


% _— mens Conſtitutions.and Tempers, There may be, and 


l- often are toſſings and weariſom tumblings on a death 


72 bun bed and ſometimes, anguiſh, agonies, terrible Con- 
dun gu- vulſions; but theſe are only like the difficulty, which a 


, "ſleep is nevertheleſs ſweet co him: Oc. like 


N 4 - C = 
7 * dy C 3 l 1 
+ 4 5 i» N 12 


22 
4 5 


N % 4 F » * n * — : — 2 IF? — 
2 * | 5 0 5; / 1 * * rig 
* _ 3 . 2 2 7 4 Md : * » . 22 * 2. b 4 . A Fs oy 
1 © As Amitdote as 


1.From Death it ſelf, I mean the miſery or curſe of it. It 


yon __ the fate of the beſt innocency by the righteouſneſs: 
a of C 
ped ramen . Saints death unto the daperfedFion, and (which ſweetens 


r weary: Traveller meets with. in falling ro fleep , whoſe 
terrible 
dreams a healchful man may have in his ſleep, which are 


_. pr ** 


4 2 
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the fears "of De 5 a ef Fr Ax 
more diſturbance to his fancy than ſences: For uſually 
the body is paſt ſenſation, or but of a very dull ſence 
and feeling ia ſuch gaſping diffieulties. Such Convul- 
ſions frighting more the Beholdey than the Patient; and 
are but (as I may ſay ) the ſad dreams of a dying man 
upon his falling to a deep ſleep: when he awakes, all is 
well: for he did but dream it was ill with him. But 
however that ſoul is but little concerned in all this, 
which is delivered by Chriſt from the proper pains and 
terrours of Death. | 
2. Chriſt delivers from the ſting of Death, Sin, 
which is remarkably ſignified in the word C in the 
Text, which with a Genitive, as it is here, is uſed in 
good Greek Authors, to ſignifie the obligation of g 
to a due puniſbwent of a broken Law: And ſo conſequen 
here to Death, the wages of fin, which terrifies | 
diſtance, and enſlaves the Conſcience. ¶ Subjet# to 2 
Bondage ] that is, by the guilt of fin, to the enthralling 4 
| fears of its due puniſhment, Death *. But from this fing 2:x4theres! 
of Death are Chriſts children delivered, witneſs the fh — 
Apoſtle aul, 1 Cor. 15. 56,57. The ſting of death & fin, Text thus; > 
and the ftrength of fin is the Law ; but thanks be to God Sa 
who giueth me the victory through our Lord Feſws Cbriſf. aitan Ban 
Vittery by Cbriſt, or deliverance from the fling of Death, c ſerv 
made him ſing, o Death where # thy ſting? Death is 
but as a Serpent to be plated with, becauſe the fling is ta- i 
ken out, to be ſcorn'd therefore, rather than teared. 
So that you ſee, the ſafety and ſweetneſs of this delive- 
rance by Chriſt conſiſts in his diſarming this enemy, 
palling out that only. bister and mortally wounding fing 
O Death, Sin. * | 
3. Chriſt Delivers his children from the laviſh fears: 
of Death and the very ſad bondage of them; This 
FP C2 indeed b 
e * * 
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—_ niidote againſt 
deed is the te and perfection of this deliverance, Te 
ery expreſs notion of the Text, and muſt be made out 

in the ſequel of the Diſcourſe. To all which reſolves 

be added: That as this happy deliverance is the 
real portion,and really enjoyed priviledge of real Saints, 

( Chriſt taſting death for every man, who is of that 

bleſſed Fraternity, the children of Chriſt, as they are 

called by Chriſt himſelf a little before t he Text, v 13 

14.) So alſo muſt this deliverence be acknowledged 

upon the firſt enjoyment at leaſt, to be not ſaddenly 


DER 


perfect, through the weakneſs of believers faith; yer 


notwithſtanding it is ſe/ſicient through Chriſt to bear 
them out in all their encounters, even at length unto Con- 


4h yea, Triumph too. Thanks be to God who gives 
the 


victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and makes 


us without fear ſing, O Death where i thy ſting ? Fot as 


God, even ſo Chriſt gives all his benefits liberal and 
upbraids not, and that wihout any difference or reſpect 


of perſons, to af that ask in n without any wave- 


ring. His bleſſed will is, That his free born children. 


ſhould not only have life, but have it wore abundantly; 


ſervile fears of death, not only from the domineering- 


that is, comprehending naturally this inſtance; 76, 
they ſhould be more and more abundantly freed from the 


prewalency, but the diſquieting preſence of them. Now 
the words lying open to view, you have a moſt fair 
ſpeibof great and ſweet variety; which naturally ſprings 


up, out of this meſt fruirtu] feld, that if digged-and 


ſearched will yield very holy meditation and diſcowrſe. 
Concerning this Scripture, I may ſay truly in the 


words of the Apoſtle Paul, when he was comforting- 


timeroas ſouls under their fears of , and ſo ve- 
ry,pertinently to my buſineſs in hand: Behold here, 


hows * 
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how our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. and God ei 
Father, who hath loved us, and given us eyerl 
conſolation and god bope through grace, do here cm- 
ert your hearts by the moſt warm breathings of the 
Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, who indeed is then a Com- 
ferter, when all elſe are but 2 — His Cordial 
here is very ſingular and _—_— redients v 

ecious and various, and not a little conſe « in theſe 
fol lowing Doctrines; ſome of which are raiſed — 
the fouricemh verſe immediately preceding my Text; 
ſome from both werſes together, and ſome from the Text 
it ſelf only 4 

. The fexrteenth verſe exhibits to you theſe ſeven 

Dottrines, 

Firſt, That the anconctivable loue of the Son of Cod te 
_ dt ar children, wade him come down on earth and become 


is 


| . Tha Chrift is bis humane nature it s very. 
mas 48 any of the Blech, bis fleſh and bloud not only being 
like ours, but part of our ſubſtance, He alſo himſelf like- 
wiſe took part of the ſame:» $9 that he himſelf is of the 
of Peck 'of Adam and Pwr 16 TY and werily as any 
us. 

* Thirdly, That ſinners out of ' are under the ſen- 
tence of Death, ſach as. are- not * s Children are ander 
rhe Devil their Fate: cruel ſeverity, that is, under the 
power of Death; or, That Satan hath the power of Deu 
— * all ſuch a ce not delivered by Clriſt from bu 


beg Chrift hath 288 this his power, for 


the his c 
Hate, 7. — iy bow C e e 2 


1 ee Or, Chriſt . a 
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14 An Antidore againſt 
'bis awn death conquered that Tyrant the Devil. Which 
deftruttion of the Devil by the Death of Chriff, becauſe 

edged here by the Apoſtle as Chriſts intermediate end, 
in ſubſcrviency to his Grand deſign of delivering his 
children from the fears of Death, I ſhall only a litele 
pauſe ufon. The Devil was no ſooner ow enemy, but 
Chriſt was bis, The Devil (aid to our firſt Parents, Te 
ſbal not ſurely dye, but . only made it good, Though 
the Devil meant nothing leſ, yer Chriſt nothing wore; 
ſee the Devil in his colours. Firſt, he _ to ſin, 
with a ſurely thou ſhalt not dye, and yet preſent! 

the Commiſſion of ſin, he torments with a ſarely 2 hal 

dhe. He ſpeaks his om plainly when be tempts to ſin, 
but he ſpeaks in appearance Gods words when he t 

to deſpair. How much harder then is it to reſiſt his 

component to deſpair of pardon, than it is to reſiſt 

thoſe his temptations by which he would bring us into 

2 ſad need ot it. But he is a Zyar in both. For be ſpake 

in bis firſt temptation to fin againſt his own jadgment, 
who verily thought man by fig would moſt irrecovera« 
bly dye, and that for ever. And when he temps all 
men to deſpair with a ſarely ye ſhal dye, he knows 
he lies, For Chriſt in all Ages effeQually deli- 
vers all his Children. Whether Satan ſay, thou ſhalt nor 
ſurely dye before fin committed, or thou ſbalt ſurely dye 
after fin committed, be knows be lyes , in the ove 
lyes againſt the truth of the Lam; in the otler be lyes 
. againſt the truth of the 7 In the ene he lyes 
ö againſt the true meaning of an Enacted Law; in the 

5 #ther he lyes againſt the truth of the repea/e; or in the 

p ane he lyes againſt the truth of Gods threats, and the 
. . N in the eher, againſt the 
truth of promiſes, and of his incomparably glo- 
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the fears Bel 
rious 4% of 1ndempnity, He thought indeed ſeeing lie 
could not be exalted rick God, he — become a pet - 
ty Tyrant ( as his ambition thirſted ) over poor man- 
kind, and thereupon laboured to bring man by fin a- 
der his power, the power of death; but wherein he 
dealt proudly Chi was above him; Chrif in mans 
nature dyed for man; ſo that though in as much as 
Chriſt dyed the Devil b-#iſed his heel, yet Chriſt by his 
own death defeated his defign, and braiſed his Serpent- 
head, which he will not be able to get healed for ever: 
whereas Chriſt only was dead, but & alive, and lives for 
evermore z as before by death to vangquiſh him, ſo eter- 
nally by the power of his Life and Raign to keep him 
under, in chains of darkneſs and alſo to deliver his 
children from his power of Death; who though they 
ſlee p, yet ſhall wake again Frernally, 

Sixthly, That Chriſis death conquered the Saints death; 
even the power of it lying much in the hand of the De- 
vil, was deſtroyed with him. Death is our enemy, 
Chriſt encountred ic for us, in our ſtead; verſe g. the 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking of Jeſus, ſaies thus; That he by the 
grace of God ſhould taſte death for every man; for him. 
He conquered our enemy death, by Ang, by bearing, 
and ſo breaking off from us all its malignant force, that 
it cannot reach us therewith when it rufles moſt... Tr is 
our loft enemy, but already conquered by Chrift.. 
Chriſts death it is the Saints /ife- in Death: Chriſt” 
hath given =_ its — wound; and though at e | 

aſp it would lift up its ſelt, and grin upon a dying Sainty 
72 behold all its — are daſnt A* the 
power of Chriſt; and its fung to ſeek. It laies only” 
upon him a cold and feeble hand; but cannot break a 
bone, as I may ſay, not do the leaſt hurt. 1 
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rocks the body aſleep, and makes way for the ſoul to 
enter into its Maſters Joy, unſpeakable indeed and full 
of glory, As the Devil, whom Chriſt rebuked in the 
poſſeſſed, tate and rent the body, it is true; yet durſt 
not but come forth and depart; and though the body 
was left on the ground as dead, yet it quick'y appeared 
to be alive. So death may teare and ſhake a Saints bo- 
dy at its diſſolution, and leave it for dead on the ground, 
yet it bath no more to do to touch it; the very 

(as the grain ſown1a the earth is a ſpringing up, th 

at fuſt ſlowly, with a new life; ) I ſay the body ſhall in 
ſpight of death live again gloriouſly at the ReſurreRi- 
on, and never dye; becauſe death is conquered and de- 
ſtroyed for ever by Chriſts death, who was dead bur is 
alive for evermore, Amen, Neither is the Saints ſleep- 
ing at their diſſolution, a bare piece of Rhetorick, but a 
moſt real notion: Wicked mens bodies may be ſaid in- 
deed moſt properly to ſuffer death, for though they alſo 
ſhall riſe again, yet it is to lead a /ife in thoſe raiſed bo 
dies worſe than death. But now Saints bodies are, whilſt 
in the grave, really united to Chriſt , which real union 
ot their duſt to Chriſt, is a glorious ſecurity of their 
bodies bleſſed life, which che former bare union of their 
_ and bodies together before death could never give 
them, 

Seventhly, That ſeeing Death and Devil was thus to 
be deſtreyed by ChriF, it behoved Chrift to be 4 mortal 
2 dye, a well us Gad. man thereby to conquer 
Death. 

2. From the verſe immediately preceding, together 
wih my Text, theſe two Wb 3 , 
5 Firſt, That 4s Cbrin by bis Death conguered the Devil 
4 Death: So alſo by the ſame Death of his, be deli. 
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| owed bis children, tac Bellevers, 2 the 10 
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of their own death. n 


+ Secondly; Th there: ic none bat Chrifts childrey can 
have ſolid 2. trat courage againſt. Dentb. Nota free man 
in the world, but a true — all the reſt — 
ſlaves, fearfal, the Devils priſoners. Whatever fool) 
hardineſs there may be in the world, faſſiyn called valour 
and contempt of death; yet it is tar exceeded in the 
ſame kind, by the more ſinewy ſtrength and daring 
boldneks of many brute beaſts: And in them rather it 
is valoar; in man madneſs: The Brute dares to dye 
but man more void of ftrength and reaſon, dares dyeand 
be damned too. But fure all ſuch menin "their batural 
condition are paſt feeling, ot Cewards only to them- 
ſelves ; ſo unreaſonably daſtardly, as 2 to 
look death in the face than their own awakened. Canſci- 
ences. For they that ſeriouſly — and know bath 

themſelves, and Death, nd Devil, inſtead ending 

valour, muſt needs yield themſelves 2 to the fears 
of Death: for ſtouter Creatures than ſinſul, wicked; 
unregenerate men; even the Devils themſelves ander 
guilr,do fear and TremieQ.. 

3. From my Tus alone, obly: theſe ther Des 


Frines. 


the Devil,rooted in all mens hearts alwaies, whilſt tbey ore 
out of Chriſt as leafs. I ſay albajes;Though not alwajes 
felt, yet eaſily awakened; as, by raging gail, a tempting 
Devil, and ſore judgments inflited on them by an angry, 
yet moſt r/ghteows God, viſiting their Iniquities. 

Secondly, That abu eur puts men in bondage. So that 


dare not on ot ſenſible and evident danger 
ee — 9 * — ie 
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Firſt, That there it . fear of Putharday 
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* Thirdly,” Thet C/rift is the greet Deliverer of bis Pro 

ple from the faviſh few of Death. ]-fhall, God affiſt- 

ip, 55 it concerns me, duly eye all the death of 
the which D Death of his Ne doth deliver his 


Problem the feapof their: own death, yet intend- 
Tcan 
Do- 


ing to ſpeał as beieſly, and with what advan 
from the Scriptures to this ſingularly comfort 
Qrine, I ſhall cake the ſatiuut, which the ab ſalate conſi- 
deration of the Text clearly gives me, according to the 
Doctrine — down in sbeſt words. 


brift ij the Greas Deli verer bis | 
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fears ef deb. 
It is the will of this 3 Saints, 26d Privee 
of Peace, that all his People ſhonld live up to their pri. 
and bis 'benrer: Not as fins, ; muchileſs as the 
or Deaths ſlaves, but asChildres,  Chrift' iveals 
100 che F Faber; ind here beiore my Text 
be himſelf owns, and anſwers to that name; "Bebold I, 
and the children which God bath given me. Chriſts great 
deſign is to make his children, children indeed, free in- 
from the ſetvile fears of Death. This Prince of 
life, as be is called, 4s 3.15, will not have his children 
7 287 nor to the Frinct of Death the de- 
he Method i in proſecuting this trutb, ſhall be by 
———— Firſt, To prove that the Lord 
Cheift is ſuch a Deliverer. Secoadly, Toſhew how he 
actually manages this deliverance of his Saints from 
their — of Death. Thirdly, To Apply. 
Firſt, Then to prove echo Lond 
Deliverer: For ſuch a of dur — bin: 
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pix; and therefore not a needleſſ Nerz. 
Tris never ſufficiently ſeen and admired. 


rable and comfortable . the Saints — 
Chriſt, is one of the fue . 
dem of this King of —4 He'ls | 
prople fromthe fears of Death,” Therefole 28 the A0. | 
aies © little below my Text, Conſider then on 
Apoſtle, and High Prieff of our Profeſſion 
Conſider well your great e] :, O Saints, 
your King. See then, 

Firſt, He hath power enough thus to deliver. Is he not 
Grd man? And indeed what is a Feſme, 4 Saviour, a 
Deliverer without Power? But can his conquer 
his peoples Enemies, and their frars too: Wich Jeſus 
all this is poſſible, and more tod. See the power of his 
Scepter, Heb. 7. 25, wherefore he is able to ſave them 
to the uttermoſt, that come unto God by him: Not 
only then from all enemies, but from-all fears ; the 
way. Tothe z As, from the miſety of Death 
it ſelf, ſo from its k ing fears. Now confider a little 
will deliverance from the ſoul-di{quieting fears of deach, 
be lookt upon and judged a proper, real, 22 De- 
liverance? And ſhall not Fefas be the Aut Hor and fiai- 
ſher of it, ho can fave” to the wtterwmoſÞ?: This is not 
furely below or above his = that can deliver to the 
unter off. n_— truly 2 ee Delive. 
rance, 60 term — 
hends it, Zeke 1 27% Nerds 
the hand of enemies, 1 —— 
rally , and will Chriſt ſeparate them? Now 
can Chriſt chus deliver trom the fears of dearh, becauſe 
to the wr thoſe that come unto God by him, 

and yet 2 . God dy him, never ſo 
8 2 delive- 
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—— che tears of death, (o alſo pra 2 
| i gain thereunto lying upon him as M 
is an invincible argument. with the former: "And 
if you cooſidet well in whom this power reſides, yau 
cannot have the leaſt ſcrupleor darxneſs in this Point; 
Who is ic then ? Truly, God-man, the Son of God 
and of many who is whatheis as a Chriſt, a Jeſus, a 
Saviour, for the real and effectual good of allbis people, 
who cannot, if they will, but ſooner or later, in ſome 
meaſure, as really partake of every vertue and benefit 
of Chyiſts death, which they ſtand in need of; as ever 
Chriſt did partake wich them of the ſame fleſh 755 
blond. Fot as Mediator, he is obligedto fave to the ut- 
tetmoſt, 1 Cor. 1 30. But of bim are je in C 
who of God is made unto us. ( 289 Wiſdom, Rig — 
San@ficaion,( o Redemption z Chriſt — and will 
em 
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and with his Son. The world out of Chriſt 
cannot claim a comfortable intereſt in Gods power, 
whom they have perfectiy diſobliged, and can by uo 
manner of proper merit oblige him again. But, now 
Saints claim an intereſt in Chriſts power to ſave 
them to the atterwoſt, becauſe he is made of God to 
them Redemption, without any exception of ſo conſi- 
derable à Redemption, as this is, from the fears of death, 
or indeed without peſsibilzty of any ſuch exception. For 
it Chriſt be made to the Saints Righteouſneſs, the Law 
is ſatisfied, the ſting of Death, ſin; and the ſtreogrh of 


' fin, the Law, is all quite taken away by a pardon g ven 


us through, Chriſts ſatisfaRory; and meritorious righte 

ouſneſs. If Chriſt. be, made SandZification to us, the 

power of fin is alſo; much ſubdued, ſo that the heatts 
courage is no more ſo weakened by ſin, nor ſuch an en- 

mity againſt, and thereupon ſuch. a ſuſpicion of Gods 
wrath maintained, as before; nor in a word, ſuch a ſpi- 
nit of bondage again.co fear, as formeily. And then 
it Chriſt be made wiſdome to us, he gives us light, 
whereby. to. diſcover the truth and benefit of all this 
grand proviſion tor our ſouls peace and reſt ;. What then 
can his bring made Redemption to us be more, over and 
above, or leſs ? Then his reſcuing our hearts and conſci- 
ences from the {laviſh and fooliſh feats of any damage 

by Death, that penalty of the Law, the wages off ſin, 
the worſt that can come. Chriſt. removiag the guild of 
Ga as our Righteonſneſs, and the power of ſin a8 ons 
Sauctifcation, and: alſo removing our. ignorance of 
2 in ſachia caſe to hurt us, as our Wiſ- 
am, bath dne more, or in the next 
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| PDeith, hich bebe w aue N not odll | 
bur of prwer alfo to hurt us. Now ext 1772 
r do for the Sans; For bow is he made all this to 
if it reach not their fouls :? Separate not ht 
God hath conjoyned in your Saviour, one and all in 
ſome -mezſure is every Saints They cannot 
ask more of eich than is prepared for them in the ful- 
ness of Chriſt * Or more chan they hive clear 
title to, as much no ever any Saints had in an — 
mer ages, becauſe Chrift is made of God to all 
in full ; Wiſdem, Righteouſneſs, — and — 
ption. Poor ſouls, power in God for Ivf pope 
er ent perpl 
ou by his po „may r to ſave you y 
Lell yet power laid up in Chriſt for you, may 1 77 
encourage you, God hath therefore lodged power ia 
Chriſt God man, to let „Aer beli in bim, 
fee their intereſt in it, and marriage 4 to let 
them know, he would have his power ge at 4888 
and ſave them to the ##termoſt. P'Go to Godby birk 
and he is not only able, but obliged to carry you os 
without ſears in the way: Icbèing bis very 
Gods Fligh Chamberlain one ſet over the Zo God 
for this purpoſe, Feb. 10. 21,22, But to ſupport this 
with another Confider gion. 
Thirdly," As Cbriſt is able and obliged, - ſo 
and an 5 3s willing 25 able, and as 2. L 
thus to deliver. Truly this with the firſt, I we 
| and bis ability, ('wh 
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abe, * re . Wherefore 1 

ä gin ern. brethren, that he 
eifel, and faithful A Merciful , He took 
our ame, our very feſb, that be might be mare ten- 
der of, and merciful to us 2a, N ged. 

dying; which by reaſon of 

to us. And then faithful, Lec is, ſo ſenſible of every 
thing, tender and pitiful, as faithfully to improve his 
reat Ability to ſave and deliver to the atrermop. As 
is large to the artermoſt of our miſery and fear, 
ſo bis faithfulneſs is as large as his power. He muſt then 
of neceſlity' be an actual deliverey of his in all 
poiots, not only from their Enemies, but from theit 
fear of them: As from Deaths a ſery, ſo, from 
the fer of it, that they ſerve God without ny ſuch + 
horrid fear, in righteouſneſs and holineſs all their daies, 
And the reaſon is aug ent ; for in him concur ſufficient 
ability to fave, and an indiſpenſable obligation thereto 
from the immutable pwpoſe and appointment, mutual 
8 both of his father and himſelf, and 
particularly a great obligatioa from the power of 
3 75 with thofe whole natares and fleſh be took 
chen as ſufficient «64lity,and indiſpenſable oblige- 
25 infallible faithfulneſt meet glorioufly in this 

eſus, and ſpeak him an _1/mighty Deli- 
ted Je, ad, fo the fears of Death, Dath not 
7 his appearg He dyed. Who could, who would ſo 

ed, 1: 

2 his death be ctyed; Let thu cup paſt 2 that ſo 
no Saint mi t fear ĩ 3 oach: He at bis death cried 
out, My G f#-thou — opt we That ſo 

no Saint might at 3 9 
ſorſaken Cod. Thoſe his gies proceeded cede from 
| E 


art” 10 on E 7 8. % hh ey * 6 
i dai mardirione pate Tha eb perollat pc 
— for our particulzy healing; — | 

tioned, for the curing us of the paintul feats of our 

death; and they ate alſo great demonſtrations of Chriſts 
mercy and faichfulneſs unto us unto the laſt: Who elſe 
might eaſily have had more than twelve Legions of 
Angels to have reſcued him from the reſt of his Paſſi- 
on? but he was cruel to himſelf, merciful and faithful 
th us. 2. by LENT SE 
Fourthly, Chriſt is a Deliverer of his people from 
the fears of Death; becauſe he cannot but be PH 
as to his childrens good, fo to his own gloriow 
Where Power, and Reſolution, and ngcableneſs 
meer, what can hinder the accompliſhment of A de- 
ſign? Chriſts power of deliveting from the fears of 
death hath been evidently proved z His defign is mani- 
feſt in the Text. He aſſumed humane nature, THAT 
he might deliver his Saints from the fear of Death, and 
whilſt he bears about him that Hamane Nature, bow 
can he but be conſtant to his deſign in taking it up? He 
that lives for ever to make interceſſion for his 
ple, hath not in vain the Keyes of Hel and of 
Fifthly, He hath accompliſhed and atchieved ſuch 
things for his children that naturally bring about this 
their an from the fears of Death. To- ſuggeſt the 
moſt weighty. _ d RT | 
Firſt, He died not only in their nature, but in their 
Read. He taſted death for them. So that as to them it 
may be truly ſaid, Mankind died in him their repreſen- 
tative. That formidable death which men deſerve, 

Chriſt hath undergone it all. What fear of deatii can 

then be reaſonably yielded to; it is Chriſt that died. 


* the fart of Death. 
What reaſon to fear that which another hath felt for ts 
on purpoſe, that we to be ſure ſhould never feel 
ſuch thing, What is truly formidable in Death is paſt 
and gone; and no more to be feared than an eſcaped 


danger, 

— Chriſt hath by his death wtrized Saints 
freedom from the fears of their own. He laid down 
his life as the price of this Priviledge. What Saint then 
dares fear death, that conſiders the unqueſtionable ſuffi- 
ciency of the value of Chriſts death, for the purchafing 
this great priviledge for him that he ſhould not fear 
death :? For a Saint to fear Death with a bondage ſervile 
fear, is as much as to ſay, Chriſt hath not bled enough 
to purchaſe this my freedom from theſe fears, but 1 
muſt bleed too, to raiſe the price. God forbid that 
any Saints doubts or fears ſhould ever befound fo palpa- 
bly. guilty of undervaluiog the bloud of Chriſt, and the 

of their Redemption, 

Thirdly, Chriſt by his Death hath taken away the 
only true ſundamental reaſon, and occaſion of the fear of 
Death, and that is the condemning power of the Law. 
The ſting of that Death, ſaies the Apoſtle, which men 
ſodread, it is nothing elſe but fin, Sin indeed unpar- 
doned: Well, but that is pardoned in the bloud of 
Chriſt: and therefore ſaies he; Thanks be to God who © 
giveth w the viffory, (that is, over death.) through our 
Lord Feſme Chriſt: Well, but how? The foregoing 
words ſhew it, x Cor. 1 5. 56, · The fling of deaths fin 
True: But, the firength of fin i the Law; Oh I there, 
there is the bitterneſs. The Law ſharpens, and ſtrengthens 
the ſting of — Oh ! This condemniag power 
ot a broken Lam! This chis torments the finners heart 

with the fears of Death. Well, but obſerve; Tie 
309075 93 E ſtrength. 
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Jreagth of fin d the Lam; but thanks be to God who giveth 
ws the victory, that is, by weakening the ſtrength of 
fin, and blunting the ſharpneſs of that ſting of Peard. 
Chriſt hath ſa&fed every demand of the broken E; 
that fan or death can = do nothing to fright one that 
8 by faith become Chriſts child. Though the Devil 
lye, and ſo labour to terrifie a Saint, ſaying; Come, 
come away ; thou haſt broken the Law; Its Sentence 
and doom. is paſt upon thee z Come to priſons thou 
muſt ſurely and ſuddenly dye. Yet all this time the Law 
faies noſuch thing; and yet it flatters none, being moſt 
true and juſt , but it takes good notice that Chriſt died, 
and it is fully ſatisfied. I will aſſure you the Law will 
not ſuggeſt the leaſt fear to any ſoul chat hath the leaſt 
faith in Chriſts bloud. The Law acknowledges ſuch 
full payment by Chriſts moſt Preciows Death, that it 
requires not the leaſt farthing more, Row. 15. 18. 4 by 
the offence of one, judgement came apa all to Condemrnati- 
en; ſoby the righteonſneſs of one, ( ſaies the Apoſtle of 
Chriſt, ) the free gift came upon all unto juſtification of 
bfe. The broken Law, inſtead of condemning a fin- 
ner, that hath faith in Chriſt, doth rather juſtifie him 
fully. The Law ſaith to the ſinner that believes in 
Cbriſt; Truly for all me thou ſhalr live, and that eter- 
* nally for Chriſt hath died, I require no death of thee 
and that thou at thy diſſolution ſeemeſt to die, it is more 
to conſotm to thy Maſters and Saviours death, and in- 
deed to comply with the neceflity of a better and more 
Is curious fabrick of thy body, and its far ſweeter life, 
. than to ſatisſie any of the Laws demands, Thus Chriſt 
A 2 the killing demands of the Law, bath 
i taken away the very ground of fear, the 
very -ſtreogrh of ſin, which without chat ftredeth 
C 2 * — * cannot 
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cannot afford Death the leaſt ſting to wound us, 
Fourthly, Chrift hat taken away, as the ſtrength of 
fin, ſo the frength alſo of the Devils Temptations to 
fear death. So that when a Sint fears death upon the 
Devils temptations, he fears 4 me the Devils, and « 
fancy of his own, For Chriſt hath really broken the 
force of all the devils temptations to fear death; accord- 
ing to the clear meaning of that expreſſion coupled with 
my Text, That he might de rey lim that had the power of 
Death, But you will ſay who but God hath the power 
ol life and Death  Doth not Jeſus Chriſt himſelf vin. 
dicate it as his Prerogative Royal, eu. 1. 18. ſpeaking 
of himſelf, Ia he that liveth and was dead, and bebold 
1 am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keyes of 
Hell and Death, What power of death then hath the 
Devil: But little now; bleſſed be Chriſt. The Devil 
cannot bring death at his pleaſure to our doors. Fobs 
life was not committed to his cruel mercy, he had no 
power to kill him. Truly, wicked men have power, 
when God permits, to kill the body, and what hath the 
Devil more? By the Power of Death here attributed 
to the Devil, is meant only % — Ry 
which he conveys ly forms pes of Death, 
and ſo alſo — 2 and fears thereof 
into mens diſtreſſed Conſciences; the Devil bath leave 
of God to fright guilcy finners, and he hath of himſelf 
wit 


walice, power, enough to bring death near, and 
to lay its rough band upon the ſore place of a finners 
wounded Conſcience. Yea, he bath beſides, even all 


that power and ſtrength of Deaths ſting in bis hand; 
which Death received from the Condemning Law. But 
now though the wicked are often laid open to the De- 
vils cruel mercy; yet little it 1 

| » 2 Chriſts 
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8 _. Aw Amidote Mainſt 
Chriſts People, becauſe Chriſt hath the De; 
vil, and this bis Power. Chwſts bloud hath cancelled 
his Commiſſion, or ſo contracted and leſſened it, that 
when ever he aſſaults a believer with the fears of Death, 
he knows he'muſt flee upon refiſtance, Reſiſt the Dewil 
(ſaies the Apoſtle) and he wil flee from you : He knows 
he muft ; having no Commiſſion co ſtay after ſuch reſi- 
ſtance, as Chriſt enables his people to make, And 
then as to that ſtrength of his Temptations which is 
derived and urged from a pretence of the Condemnati- 
on and penalty of the Law, It is but little, or indeed 
nothing he can ſay to a believer, Here the Saint bath 
advantage of ground given him againſt che Devil. For 
never was the Law more broken than Chriſts life fulfil 
led it; and never can the penalty thereof be ſo fully ſuf- 
fered, as it was by Chriſts Death, that paid the utter- 
moſt farthing: which the damnec's torments ſhall never 
be able to do. "© | bt: 
Sixthly, Chriſt is the Deliverer of his People from 
the fears of Death, in as much as he works mightily 
in them as well as for them, and ſo wonderfully ſtreng- 
thens them in the inner man againſt thoſe ſervile fears of 
Death. But in what manner, and by what graces or 
comforts, I have determined to ſhe in the ſecond patt 
of my Method. hall therefore now only add; That 
Chriſt adminiſters a mighty vertue and power to the 
ſpirits of his people; by bis gracious Pardevs, encou- 
raging Commands, and comfortable, yea, futable Pro- 
wiſes, All which wonderfully ſerve to animate Belie- 
vers againſt the fears of Deat 
Fut, By Graclows Pardens. The Son of man had 
power on earth to forgive ſin; ſure he hath not loſt that 
power now he is exalted in heaven, You — 
þ f exerci 
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exerciſed that power on earth , and ſo he doth ſtill For 

whilſt en earth, how oft ſaid he? Thy fins are forgiven 
thee. Upon his departure from the earth, near his dyingy 
Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give unto you, nit at 
the world giveth, give I unto you let not your heart be trows 
bled, er let it be afraid, Joh.14,27. After his Re- 
ſurreftion, Peace be ante you, Job. 20.21. After his 
Aſcenſion into heaven you know. the Salutations in his 
Letters Credential by his Ambaſſadors and Miniſters, I 
mean the Salatations you find in the front to many of 
the Epiſtles in the New Teſt ment: Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace from God aur Father, ( firſt,) and (then) from our 
Lord Feſms Chrift, as the very next hand. This Prince 
of Prace ſpeaks Peace to his Saints, and what enemy 
firſt or left (as death is) date or can ſpeak War ? As 
Chriſt by his own mouth ſpake peace on earth to his peo» 
ple; ſo now as verily and really by his own ſpirit, by bis 
infallible i, and true Miniſters, he Cates to the poor 
Conſciences of his Saints, Tear: fins" are forgiven you: 
and if Sin ſting not, Death cannot. Guiir's fears are 
blaſted with that ſweet peace which Chriſt gives, and 
which the world by a thouſand Deaths; cannot take 
away; fears cannot dwell where Chriſts words of eter - 
nal life take place. So that a pardoned Conſcience (ings 
before this enemy Death; o Death where « thy 
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f S:condl y, By encouraging Command, doth his Excel- 
lency the Lord Jeſus hearten his People land Souldiers 
that they fear neither Neale nor Devil, which expreſ- 
ſions of Chriſt are not td be conſidered. only as beſcecbing 
perſwaſions; but rather as moſt ranging 30d Aube 
tive incitements unto courage and valour, as theſe are: 
Fear not-little Flock, it i your Futbers good pleaſure to 
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give na tie Kingdom, (Luk. 13. 32.) which indeed is 
won and fully poſſeſt by Death, And, Zr of good cheer, 
and let net your heart be tronbled,neither let it be affraid,&c. 
So! ſtill, dorh1Ghriſt,as a Lord of Hoſts, go on ſpeaking 
couragiouſly to us by his Word, by bis Spirit, and by 
his field Officers, I mean his Apoſtles and Miniſters ; 
and that in ſach words as theſe preſt and charged home; 
Let your Conver ſation be as BECOMES the GOSPEL, and 
that: eſpecially in your being nothing TERRIFIED b 
your adverſaries, Phil. 3. 27, 28. dad put on the 
Armour of Cod, &c. That ye may be able to ſland in the evil 
day, and having done all 1s fland. Chriſt as a good Cap · 
tain and great General heartens his people not to fear 
their laſt encounter in the evil day, the hour of danger, 
ot of ſudden Death; he ſecretly whiſpers ſuch courage 
into his peoples hearts: And for him to ſay fear not, 
(who by a word created all things in heaven and earth) 
it is enough to embolden the fainteſt Chriſtian Souldier 
unto Conqueſt. What a Captain of Salvation is this? 
That at once ſaies, be of good courage, and mates of 
8 On labour to hear the voice of the 

of God, and thou ſhalc live in ſpight of Death; 
and truly there is no ſuch difficulty to hear him, for 
be uſes to ſpeak Peace to his Saints that diligently ſeek 


him. 

Thirdly, By comfortable and ſut able Promiſes, doth 
the Lord Jeſus animate his people againſt all evil feat of 
Death, to inſtance in ſome, I will nu [cave you comfert- 
leſs. 1 will ſend you the Comforter. Yerily, . ſay 
wnto jeu, ye ſhall be ſorrowful, but your ſorrow ſhall be tar 
ned into joy, Jah.16.20,23, Tour beat fall rejence, and 

your joy no man taketh from you: no not Devil nor Death, 
tor if theſe could,it would be all oneas if W 
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then they ſhould not keep it. But alt one of 
Chriſts Apoſtles confeſt of himſelf that he was in 
deaths often; yet that Promiſe bore him out, and all the 
zeſt too of Chriſts Diſciples z even ſo as that they ſang 
in priſon, and made ready not to be bound only, but tõ 
dye at Fernſalem, or any where elſe, for the name of 
the Lord Jeſus. It is very remarkable, that when Jeſus 
Chriſt had given his Diſciples many comfortable Promi- 

„Joh. 18. to hearten them up, he ſammed up all in 
the end of the Chapter, thus; Theſe things have 1 ſpo- 
hen wnto you, (that is, theſe Promiſes,) that is me ye 
might have peace, in the world ye ſhill have tribulation, 
but be of good chear I have overcome the world; yea, 
whatſoever is the worlds properly, as miſery and death 


are. All the Promiſes of God are in Chriſt, yea, and 


in — —— are _— and —— words, 
n which they cauſe their people to z accordin 
os thee of David, Remember. thy word unto thy — 
upon which thos haft cauſed me to hipe. And the Apoſtle 
teaches, that through patience and comfort of the Seri- 
piures Saints have hope: which hope in the Promiſes. 
prevails againſt nothing more than fin, 2 Cor.9.1, and 
1 Foh 3.3. and particulatly againſt ſiaful feats of death. 
For what can more naturally aſtrey fear, than that 
which mightily enlivent hope ? Such are Chriſis Pro- 
miſes, which words of eternal life therefore are moſt 
powerful againſt Death, Shall Saints then fear, though 
a little fl when thoſe young Lions, wicked men, 
and thoſe old Lions, the Devil and Death ſer them, 
— — — — when | 
up? it « your Fathers we to give you the 
Se eee ee tharbyie loſe 
Crowns, but certainly deſirable to thoſe, that by it are 
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ure to wis Crowns,” Seventhly, 
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Sevenchly, 1 produce the great Examples, and inſtan- 
ces, which teſtiſie of Chriſl that be is duch a deliverer 
of his people from the fears of Death, as firſt Fob : 
Though God ſhould flay him, yet no fear but hope: he 
would truſt in him, for be knew his Redeemer lived. 
David though he walked in the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, would fear no ill, for God was with him, even 
Chriſt his great ſbepherd, The three Children feared 
Death neither before they were caſt into the fiery fat» 
nace, nor aſter; becauſe a fowrth was with them in form 
like the Sen of God, The Apoſtle Paul was perſwaded, 
that neither Death nor life, no not death cold ny 
him from the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus; and there- 


upon manifeſted ſuch freedom from fear, that he ſaies 
of himſelf and man —— 


„Ii all theſe things (amongſt 
which were manifold deaths, ) we —— 
rours through lim that loved as; yea, and for this pur- 
poſe gave Chriſt for us, Rom. B. 37. even we, t 1 

illed all the day long, and accounted as ſheep for t 
ſlaughter, v. 36. yet we, in this condition, (that mul- 
tiplies other mens fears are more than Conquerours, 
Therefore, O Saints, fee the valeur of your fellow 
ſouldiers, who have no other Captain, or weapons, than 
you have. Chriſt'is no reſpecter of perſons but able 
and willing to ſave you, as well as them from the 
fears of Death. But to come to the ſecond part of my 


Met bod. 

Secondly, I am now to proceed to another moſt 
ple faclory account, and to diſcover how 
Chriſt doth 2 rule in the Saints hearts, 
2s to ejelt thence theſe potent, enſlaving fears, the fears 
of Death; how he works them out of his chi 
| hearts, and rids them of — 
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when they are found in unregenerate mem do as it were 
lay violent hands on them. For the fears of Death in 
many are one ſort of Deaths execationers, or at leaſt as 
Serjeants to arreſt them for the Grave z and that with 
ſuch a clap and damp, that makes uncontrolable way 
for death, and quite overthrows them. Now how 
doth Chriſt caſt and bar out theſe killing fears of death 
Many waies. 

Firſt, By Faith; 2 gift flowing as all other grace from 
Chrifs falueſs, of which we receive grace for grace. 
Chriſtians ſee your ſtrength, 1 Fob. 5.4. Thi « the vi- 
. overcometh — — even co — The 
world comprehending t eries ari rom 2 

life, and from death i ſelf, yea, Devil too : dar 
are the enemies and forces the world breeds, maintains, 
and fights — Tür i re init. Bacfaith is oar 
vi 3 if it es us it 
— 2 not to fear. This ———— 
hath ſo great a ſtroke in the Saints conquering, that it 
is called the conqueſt and victory it ſel. Nay farther; 
Saints in this lite are ſaid to be keps by the power of God 
through FAITH unte Salvation; becauſe what ever is 
done by Gods and Chriſts power for aur Salvation or 
Redemption from any, or all our miſeries, firſt and laſt, 
is accompliſhed not without our fe/th. Thus Chriſt 
applies and conveys to us the merit, vertue, and power 
of his conquering death. Chriſt hath ſbea his bloud: but 
by faith he warms our hearts with it againſt the cold 
fears of death, This was that which made the A 

ſtle Pau ſo crow over Death. He was perſwaded that 
2s not life, ſo neither death Gould ſeparate/bim from the 
love of God in Chriſt Jeſus. This perſwaſion was his 
faith, that made him triumph over _ without * 
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of it; come when it would. Thus is Chriſt the Au. 
thor and finiſher of our faith unto this particular con- 
queſt and victory over Death, and over all irs horrid 
fears: For Chriſt is not contented himſelf thus to con- 
quer, unleſs he makes all bis Servants, (not only that 
eminent Apoſtle Paul, but alſo ) all Believers, bis Se- 
conds in the encounter; that then ſhould conquer as well 
as he : Nay, in reſpect of any expected Death be more 
than Conquerouis. Oh! Faith in Chrifts bload gives 
Saints a noble courage agaioſt Death. 1 ſhall urge this 
with the citation of a truly Heroick and ſpiritual ex- 
preſſion dictated by a moſt learned and pious Divine of 
up — which is this: Siqui animans 
n ii ſciat param ſt adhuc 
Nrfeciſſe ts © de; * ſaies he; "It a man can- 
not — his ſoul, (or ſtill that turbulent paſſion of 
r Let that man 
now he hath made but little 8 in the faith of 
Chriſt, Thus he, concerning a Profeſſour too feartul 
of Death. To ſuch an one I think alſo it 2 
and juſtly ſaid with : om rebuke, o thou of lin 
faith. To — aScti pture- paſſage, 
wort —— t is that of Chriſt him- 
ents Apoſtle — Lok. 22.31, 32. Simon, 
; ed ( ſaies Chriſt ) to haue you, that he wa my 
en but 1 have prayed for thee — 
: How did Satan fitr and ſhake him? Truly, 
with — ſuffering death, of faring like his Maſter g 
ſo that for fear he denied him, and ſwore to boot. Thus 
Satan ſhook him with ſtrong blaſts of Temptations to 
fear death; he blew. him 4ike a ſhaking leafe with his 
fears.. Well, how did he recover? 7 have projed(laies- 
Ly) chat thy faith fail not. That waits 
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this is care; fear of death cured by fa#th in him whom be 
forſook when Death was near. Saies Lather, ,2uanth 
major fides eſt, tant mors eſt imbecillior : Qganto autem 
fides minor, tant) mors eſt acerbior: Thar is, The greater 
Faith is, the weaker is Death: The leſs Faith is, the 
bitterer is Death, Have — faith in Chrifs,and 
your hearts ſhal} not be tresbled with any diſquieting 
tears of Death; for theſe will certainly be too weak to 
hold your ſpirits in bondage, if your hearts be 
kept by che power of God through Faith unto Salva- 
tion. 

Secondly, Chriſt by putting into, and maintaining 
in — that divine and of love ; 
a love in our ſouls for himſelf, doth thereby baniſh the 
fears of Death, and garriſon them out. Perfe## love, 
ſaies the Apoſtle Fohn,ceffeth owt fear, Joh. 4. 18. There 
is A very eminent Divine of our Engliſh Nation, that 
gives us a very rational and remar account of the 
occafion, _ which this Apoſtle writ this whole Epi- 
ſtle, or at leaſt, that Expreſſion: yet truly I conceive 
the former not hard to imagine, inaſmuch as the C- 
flicks ( whom that Perſon ſaies this Apoſtle here confd- 
ted) did hold, that Chriſtians in danger, to ſave their 
lives, might under fears of Death, deny Chriſt oatward- 
ly, ſo they owned him in their hearts; a devilliſh No- 
tion; like that, (Te ſhall not ſarely dye) Therefore the 
Apoſtle moſt pertinently deals with theſe Gneffickria 
many cloſe touches; and therefore he ſpeaks ſo highly 
of believing in Chriſt, chat is, profeſſing, or conteſſiog 
openly that 47 i the Son of God ; and particularly, 
that eveth that Feſus is the Chrift, ij borw 
of God,1Joh,5.1, Now we are apt to think that many 
who do fo much, ind cry Zord, 1 * Lord have mercy 
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en; yet ire not thereupbn to be Judged in ſo good a 


122 P 
4 


A : 


condition, and in an unqueſtionable ſtate of Salvation. 
Therefore I conceive a right 1 of ſuch ex- 
preſſions may be got by taking notice of holy obs 
pilpable intent, and the drift of his ſpeech upon the 
forementioned occaſion; the Apoſtle therefore for the 
better underſtanding of ſuch miſtaken ſpirits, aſſerts in 
ſumme thus much; that indeed thoſe only that confeſs 
Jeſus to be the Son of God, and will not deny him in 
fear of Death, or Torment, are to be taken for true 
Chriſtians, and happy ſouls indeed. Upon the ſame 
account he aſſerts alſo, That Perfect love caſtetb out fear, 
that is, the tormenting tear of death, or danger, «as Ter- 
tullian evinces in his Scor piacum or Antidote againſt the 
Gnoſticks, ſpeaking thus: Fohannes negat timorem eſſe 
in dilefHlone, timorim intelligi wake; nifi, negati- 
onũ authorem? 1.e.Fohn denies feat to be in love; hat 
fear can be better underſtood ? then ſuch as is the Au- 
thor and cauſe of denying Chriſt ; even as the Apoſtle 
Peter did for fear of death or altering, He that loyes 
Chriſt but tolerably aright, will not be loath to dye for 
Chriſt; or to dye and go #9 Chriſt, That Spouſe who is 
truly fick of love for Chriſt, thinks no Care of that fe- 
neſs like Death, even to depart and to be with 
Chriſt; to be ever with the Lord, her bleſſed Bride 


8 Thirdly, Chriſt by giving his people that excellent 


grace of bope kills the fear of death, 2 Theſ.2.16, There 
it is plain, that good hope through his grace is not only 
his gift, but therewith alſo, or thereby everlaſting Con- 
ſolation; which therefore is neither to be interrapted by 
the fears of Death, or diſcomtinuead by Death it ſelf; yea, 

the ſame Conſolation ſpringing from this grace of hope, 


LE 4 
3 
PR 


ans OM © 
* * 1 * 


. : bs k . 2 — 2 . Wo add "WP 0 N * y 
"X the fears of Death. S 
* . 


( Heb.6.18,19. ) is there called ffrong” Conſolation: ” In- 
deed ſtronger then Death, or the terribleſt fears of 
Death, For Chriſt giving this hope, is there ſaid to 
comfort and eſtabliſh Saints: ſo that no fear of death, 
(as in that place of judgment day.) can either ſadden 
whom he ſo comforts, or ſhake and diſturb the minds 
he ſo eſtabliſhes, for their hearts thus become fixed, tre. 
ſting in the Lord. The Saints grace of hope gets beyond 
Death before hand and enters into heaven. : As this 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews repreſents it, as entring into that 
within the vail z and by ir Saints on earth fic together in 
heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. Now you know bope's 
nature is contrary to fear, He who hopes for eternal 
life, and for the Adoption, to wit, the Redainprioovt 
the body, (as it is ſpoken of Saints hope, Rom. 8. 23, 
24,25. ) He that hath ſuch a ſaving hope whereby as an 
Anchor ſure and ſtedfaſt he hopes for lite, can never be 
toſt, like a wave, with any ſlaviſh fears of Death. Ob, 
then ſtill thy ſoul by _ in God. The Apoſtle Peter 
calls the Saints, the childrens hope a lively hope 3 Who 
hath (ſaies he) begotten ws unto 4lively hope, Lively 
hope deftroys the exanimating killing fears of Death 5 
Puts us beyond death as to fear, before it come at us, as 
to feeling, for he that hath this lively hope as an A- 
chor ſure and ſtedfaſt cannot much fear, that he ſhall at 
death become a Caftawayz though he be careful with 
the Apoſtle Faul. It is Hells pit that is borromleſs or 
fachomleſs, fo that the deſpairing Damned ate alwaies 
tormented witch Eternal pains and frights; But alas ? 
Come the worſt of it to the Saints of God; this they 
know, that the Graves pit is not bottomleſs; there is 
e bottom and anchor upon ſure- 
Y 


edfaſtly 3 The Grave to the wicked-is indeed 
bottom» 
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' battomleſand though it detains a whilethe body, yet it 
lets the ſoul ſlip into Hell, and the too not long af- 
ter. But Chriſts Death & burial bath ſo ſanRified every 
of the Saints Graves, that at worſt their graves will be 
by ſo much happier to them then thit Grave was to the 
dead man, whom Eliſhs's buried bones revived; even 
by how much Lax his ſecond, was or will be better 
than 2 of ReſurrefFion. Chriſts Death and Burial 
hath left ſomewhat in every Saints grave ſuſficient at the 
loweſt for his hope to bottom on, ſo that his body(when 
5 
15 he need not, u be. 

Pill nk fore Death. | 5 
| thly, Chriſt by giving his people on earth ſome 
real faretaſls of heaven, and of eternal life, doth theres. 
by effectually d their fears of Death. And there- 
face the Apoſtle Paul, (who was, next to his Lord and 
Maſter, al pr pom erour and triumpher over 
Death we read of, ) after that he had been Rapt up into 
the third heaven, as he ſtories it himſelf, in the — 
- Epiſtle to the Corina hians, was ever after moſt undaun- 
ted under the ſeriouſeſt. thoughts of death; as is moſt 
evident in his other Epiſtles which were written after 
thoſe to the Corinthians; particularly in that to the 
Romans, nw — eo — —— 
thouſand deaths, 8 as it were , 
yet mare then He had 1 
of heaven, that Deagh could not fright hum; fo ſweet a 
taſte of heayens that he could never after 


taſte any bitzerweſs in death. And 2 juſtly 
ogg eee he feared not death the only 
paſſage into ſo iſs, Let every true Saint conſider 


this; I ſay, every foul that conſcionably * 
. * 
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God, . to have with Cod in his 
holy waies and Ordinances; that walks in ſome mea- 


ſure as that bleſſed Apoftle as, who lived in all good 
conſcience before C — * holy Devi, taſtes and 
ſees that the 2. tber caſtes in deed and 
truch the good Word of 


God, and t —— oy orld to come. O pre- 
ous ore doſt thou ſo live? How is it p ace bur 
thou muſt long to be filled with theſe 
How canſt chou fear that Death, that will put adi: 
to actual poſſeſſion of thy Maſters Joy? According to 
that in Rem. B. 28. And not oni they, vis. the Crea- 
but we our ſelves alſo, ich have the frft fre 
of the Spirit dogroan within our felves waiting 2 
A to wit, the Redemption of our body 
here; that a taſte of the- fff fruits of bade C4. 
nam which Gods Spirit from above for, and 
— Saint with, makes him not to under the 
e but rather under fears 0 
you — and relliſh heavenly BY in Divine Oc- 
dinances, and have much of the ence of Chriſt 
with ou in them, are you affruid aye "and to be with 
Chri forever N s not this better chen to five  ** © 
are three thi 77 deſervedly to be called ft: 
of Heaven, which db render 
Death to thoſe that taſte chem more defifable than for- 
midable. The firſt is: 

Firſt, Communion with Chnitt. That of it which 
Saints — = r ev and ſweets 
Truly our fe 1 Fat with his San 

Clyift. You know it is the toly oſt of holy. 


- man, the Apoſtte Jobo, concerning himſelf and o 


real Saints: and it is ſweet Communion, as in the next 
words &; 
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write we unte you, that UB 
be fall, 3 comes into the — | 
unparallel'd gladneſs, by Gods lifting up the light of his 
Countenance. The wicked whore cries,” Les us take our 
fls of love in unclean Communiog; but Chriſts Spouſe's 
deſign is, that her joy might be full in holy Communi- 
on with God and Chriſt, The firſt miſles joy altoge- 
ther, meets with only vanity and vexation of Spirit; 
but the other loſes, her dumpiſh ſorrow, and never en- 
joys that Communion with Chriſt much, but ſhe meets 
allo with joy unſpeakable and full of glory; and yet in 
this world never enough. Therefore they that taſte it 
moſt do moſt earneſtly to be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chriſt, as the A Pal, Phil. 1.23. Having a 
deſire to depart, and to be with Cbriſt. He proſeſſes in- 
ny that arm his 2 in — * to 
real foretaſtʒꝭ thereof, ( which were enough to ſet him 
a lon 1 fally ro Gtisfie 3) and.therefore he con; 
feſſes, that whilſt in the body he was in great meaſure 
abſent from the Lord. And would he not be preſent * 
Ves; even with all his heart; and farewell body till 
the ReſurreRionz that he might kiſs his ſweet Jeſus bis 
feet, that he might be ever with the Lord. This; this 
was the Apoſtle Pauls holy paſſion. Oh ! Then ( fin- 


— Theſe. 


.cere Chriſtians) for two or three of you to be with 


Chriſt, and he with you in prayer according to his pro- 
miſe; and in other Ordinances z yea, in any divine ex- 
erciles of grace ! This, this muſt needs make your 
ſouls long to depart and to be with Chriſt, This noti- 
4 ou muſt know 8 not _ a — or porn 

experience, bur from politive expreſs Do- 
ctrine, 1 Theſ.q4,17,18, And ſo ſhall we be ever with the 
Lond, Wherefore comfort one another with theſe words. 
| op Ic 
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he feu e, D., 
Iris mighty Gomfort againſt death / and judgment,there 
ſpoken of) to conſider the happineſs of being ever with 
the Lord, If it was the joy and boaſt of the enamou- 
Ted Spouſe ( Cant. 2.9.) to view Chriſt ſhewing him- 
ſelf through” the Latteſs; how can ſhe but long to ſee 
him with open face, to ſee him @ he à in glory? Surely 
that ſoul, that by faith and love cleaves to Chriſt, can 
never much fear death, which it knows will never ſepa- 
rate ſuch lovers as Chriſt and a believing ſoul are, but ra- 
ther indeed bring it into heaven; and force it only to be 
more happy; in a more intimate, cloſe, yea, conſtant 
Viſion and fruition of Chriſt, 

Secondly, Freedom from fin, though but in ſome to. 
lerable manner attained, gives us a ſweet foretaſte of 
heaven; where all juſt mens ſouls do enter, but no un- 
clean thing with them. So much freedom from ſin, is 
ſo much heaven upon earth; but the reliques of ſin, 
ſtill peſtering us till death, make us ( if true Saints) 
the more eagerly long for perfect freedom from it in 
heaven; which boge longing is an holy extaſie, I con- 
feſs, and found only I think in thoſe whoſe Conſciences 
do not reproach them whilſt they live: They of all men, ; 
even they that labour to the utmoſt to ſubdue fin, do 4 
jo to get ridof it altogether, though it be by death. is 

herefore the Apoſtle Paul expreſſes himſelf after this * 
manner: And not ently they, hut we our ſelves groan within our Rom. 5.3 
ſelves, waiting for the Adoption to wit, the Redemption of 1 
the body; reckoning upon, not much mattering, yea, 
quite overlooking death, having the eye on a ſyveet deli- 
verance of ſoul and body from fin at the Reſurrection, 
ſith in this life both of them are moſt ſadly infected 
therewith. Therefore ſaies he we groan ; but how 2 
Even as the Creature to be delivens from the bondage 
95 G 
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of Corruption.” And which is very remarkable, We our 
ſelves, who have the firſt fruits of the Spirit, &c. What 
are they? The thirteenth verſe a little before will clear 
that, in theſewords ; 1f ye through the Spirit ds mortifie.. 
the deeds of the body, ye ſball live, Bleſſed ſouls are they, 
and they ſhall be bleſſed, who have received the firſt 
fruits of the Spirit in the mortification of ſing for _ 
groan within themſelves, till that happy time come a- 
ter death, when ſoul and body ſhall no more fin, T 
that have taſted how ſweet the life-bloud of one ſturdy 
luſty. fin is, can never be ſatiated till they have the bloud 
of all chereſt, the dam and all; original fin : inſatiably 
crying out, o when ſhall we be delivered from the body 
of this Death 7 which indeed is far more dreadſul than 
natural death. But O how ſweet is ic for a Saint to ſee, 
Wecis artificem arte perire ſu4-; fin killing it ſelf with its. 


- own murthering piece; killing. its enemy and it ſelf 


with one blow, How joyfully do Saints ſee the death of 
all their fins approach, full as faſt as the death of their 
bodies; Well, then the Saints, with Sampſon, would 
gladly dye, that · o all their fins, and therefore go be 
ſure mote might be utterly deſtroyed at their death, 
than ever they could ſlay all their life time. A true 
thorough Saint fears to ſia more than to dye; ther 
he feares not ſo much to dye and ſin no more, as to live 
and fin. O thou that haſt faithfully mortified any 
ry and art ſure of it, Death cannot wound, nor aſto- 
niſhthee: for certainly more comfort ariſes to the Saints 
from the mortality of fin, then terrour from the morta- 


lity of the bod 


Thirdly, The bleſſed graces of the Spirit of God; the 
poſſeſſion of which is our participation of che Divine 
natures. the exerciſe of which is our —_ in 

neaven; 
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the Fears of Bb. 33 
heaven; Theſe Graces of che Spirit of God are indeed 
the very fr fraits of heaven, and cannot well be at reſt 
till they have carried the ſoul into their own Element 
Heaven it ſelf ; for from above it is whence every good 
and perfect gift doth deſcend, and would as naturally 
carry the ſoul endued therewith up thither, as the 
fire mounts upwards. So that thoſe Divine ſouls 
whoſe vigorous ggaces do make them hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs will not ſtick to venture at Gods call 
a bodily life to ſatisfie that thirſt in heaven. h 
' The Apoſtle Paul was very deſicous to attain to the. 
Reſurrection of the Dead, Phil. 3. 1 1. compared with 
ver. 3 1. Oh ! how he longed to be more holy here in thi 
world, & to be quickly in the number of the dead in ch 
Lord: He cared got how ſoon. Perfect he ſaies he was not 
yet, nor likely to be petfect here below, but yet he con · 
tended hard, running to the Grave as I may (ay, if that 
he might be perfect indeed, and attain to the Reſurre... 
ction of the Dead. Perfect holineſs is ſo deſitable to 
holy men, that they defire death for its ſake, aiming 
more at the compleat holineſs of ſoul and body after 
death at the Reſurrection, then the continuance of an 
unſatis factory life of fleſh and bloud in a Nate of imper- 
fection. Certainly the Paths of wiſdom are ſuch plea- 
ſantneſs and peace; that men who walk therein are not 
affcaid to meet death in thoſe waies everlaſting; the 
preſs forward, towards death, upon it, through it, to 
attain to the no — — Dead. *. — * 
iving his people his own felowſbip, Mortification of ſin 
— his own Spiric, and the * and fruits of tighte- 
ouſneſs, which are by himſelf derived to us, as ſo many 
foretaſtes of heavens bliſs; Thus I fay doth Chriſt ren- 
der death far more deſirable than — to the Saints. 
2 To 


* "* | * oe | 
44 An Antidote. againſt 
*To all which 1 might well refer the inward joyes and 
comforts of the holy Spirit of Chriſt , which are ſpeci-, 
al and palpable foretaſtes of heaven, and the chief of the 
firſt fruits of the Spirit, But it is plain that theſe (wal - 
low up the fears of Death, and make men groan with- 
in themſelves, rather fearing they ſhall not dye, then 
that they ſhall. When a Saint (with Reverend Mr. Ba- 
ten) can (ay, he is as full of Chriſt as ever he can hold, 
there is not a creveſs for one poor (mall fear of death to 
enter in at. I might, but {hall not, diſcourſe to you 
more particulars ro demonſtrate how Chriſt deſtroys in 
his childrens hearts the {laviſh fears of death, as, by his 
giving to them the Spirit of Adoption; by convincin 
mem of the great gain by death; as the Apoſtle exprel- 
ſes of himſelt, For me to live, is Chriſt, and to dye, gain: 
and having a deſire to depart and to be with Chriſt, which 
ij far better. When Saints caſt up their accounts, and 
conſider what they ſhall get by living, even more tem- 
ptations to fin, more advantages and opportunities to 
expreſs the naughtineſs of their hearts; more thorns, 
in the fleſh, and meſſengers of Satan to buffet; more 
ſore chaſtiſements and ſad deſertions of the Almighty ; 
and more of the evil which is to come upon a wicked 
world; Then, then they truly judge it their advantage 
to dye; As that Father Cyprian, ſtrangely, yet truly; 
Nibil atilius Chriſtians quam mori velecifime: Nothing 
more advantagious to a Chriſtian, then to dye very be- 
times. Good men indeed therefore have dreaded more 
the ſad Conſequents of a preſerved life, than the worſt 
Concomitants of Death it ſelf; which to the Saints 
hath no other Conſequence, but the ſouls happy entrance 
into the Maſters joy, For before their bodies can be 
well laid in the Grave, their ſouls. are laid in Abrehams 
boſome, | 
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boſome, or which is all one, their ſouls are taken from 
an acquitting Bench, to the bleſſed Manſions or Palaces 
that Chriſt hath prepared for them in his Fathers Court 
of Heaven. Burl letve you to that preaching, where. 
by men preach to themſelyts, even according to the 


further enlargement of their own ſweet Meditations on 


ſuch Theams as theſe, partly treated on, and partly hin; 
ted unto you. Now that I may more boldly and effe · 
ctually apply this great Doctrine which is alwaies ſeaſo- 
nable whilſt Death is to come; Bus then eſpecially 
when it is near; I ſhall only ſpeak to an ob jection, level 
led particularly at an Argument that I well uſed to prove 
Chriſt adeliverer of his people from the fears of Death, . 
which was this; Such and ſuch Scripture Saints (and 
no doubt many others) Chriſt hath ſo delivered; there- 
fore he is ſucha Deliverer, Againſt which chis is the 
ObjeMon. . 

Do not we read of Hezekiah, an eminent and great 
Saint, that he chattered at the, Tidings of Death: 
And of David, that he played the Mad man in jeopar- 
dy of his life? How can Chriſt be ſuch a Captain of 
Salvation, ſuch a Lord General over his People and 
Souldiers as to deliver them from the fears of Death? 
If moſt ſad fears of Death be found prevailing over two 
ſuch Worthies z two ſuch eminent godly Kings; and 
the later of them mentioned, one of the ſtouteſt war- 
riours recorded in Sacred Story, that was in the world; 
for prophane partial Hiſtoriahs relate an Alexander's, 4 
Ceſar's proweſs: But the God of truth affirms of Da- 
wid, That be was 3s a man after Gods heart, ſoa vali. 
ant man alſo z who got the higheſt preferment that ever 
was: in the world, even to be the firſt 7 aſl 

owe 
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allowed King of Gods own peop 
this ſingular preferment, throu 
valdur: Yer he, even be jn | 
'Saint would ſcarce do in the fears of Death; 
even played the fool and mad-man to fave his life 
Where was Davids Lord then, who, as you ſay, deli- 
vers from the fears of Death? To Anſwer. 

I. I ſay not, That Chriſt delivers all Saints,foexcecting 
remarkably: 2. No. nor the ſame perſon alwates, at 
every nick and point of time; whom he may deliver 
moſt, And yet neither one or the other to be reflected 
upon him, but upon themſelves, that leave him, not 
he them. And yet for all this what is mare obvious 
Then that . bis Ability in delivering ſome, yea, 
many, yea, moſt, more or leſs, may well and clearly 
denominate him ſuch a Deliverer. Firſt then, 

1. I will give you, and oppoſe to the Objetłion as 
great an Inſtance, nay, unparallel'd for the proof of 
Chriſts power in delivering his Saints from the 
fears of Death; Moſes, yea, Aaron alſo; both in the 
ſame condition as to Death. But Moſes only I ſer before 
your eyes as enough to fill them; for be was the grea- 
reſt Captain or Lord General, thattyer had the 
duct of an Army; and whole Nation, For it is not the 
Title, but uſefulneſs of a man, and the Preſence of 
God with a Perſon, that makes him truly renowned and 
famous, Of Moſes it is ſaig, Deut. 34. 10. There aroſe 
not a Prophet ſince in 7frag] like unto Moſes, whom 
the Lord knew face to face. Well, God himſelf brought 
to this man the meſſage of Death, and told him he 
ſhould dye, and nor lead his Conquering Army into the 
Land of Canaan: No; though it was never ſo defira- 
ble co him. And God moreover dreadfully ſpake = 
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rs of Dab. 47 
and told him, ( ob bitter I) that his very death 
at that time was a puniſhment for ſuch a ſinʒ mentioned 
Dent. 32.51. Well; Meſes hath not a word, but dies: 
Nay, Moſes died in an hour when his eye was not dim, 
nor his natural force abated, Dent. 34.7. So that he 
who buried him, the Lord himſelf, took him away in 
his full ſtrength as a puniſnment of — Sin: and 
and yet behold no fear, but after that God told him pe- 
remptorily he ffould dye, he preſently with a moſt 
ſweet ſedate mind bleſſed the people, bis dear charge; 
went from them and died. His caſe might be in ſome 
meſure thus illaſtrated to you, take an eminent ſer · 
vaat of Chriſt now in this City of Landon, one that 
hath done God the moſt ſervice, an upright man, none 
like him, as it was ſaid of Fob; one fearing God and 
eſchewing evil, that hath been much in prayer, poſſibly 
and in preaching too; one truly, frequently, nay, con · 
tinually rapt up into great and cloſe Communion with 
God the Father, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, one higtily 
inſtrumencal in converting and edifying ſouls, walking 
with God in his Cloſet, and in his houſe in a perfect 
way; and yet more; one that.bath been a great Con- 
duct to reduce erring ſheep. Now ſuppoſe that for fome 
ſia God ſhould bring the Plague to his body, ( as once 
God did to a great and King, Hezehlab; and of 
late to a right Eminent Pious Divine vf our own, of 
' which Plague he died.) Now I ſay, ſuppoſe that ſor 
ſome ſia God ſhould bring the Plague to ſuch an one's 
body in his perfect health with an evident Symptom of 
Death; and befides, - (ob fad and bitter l.) fully per- 
(wade him, that be is viſited with the Plague for ſuch a 
particular fin that he hath committed, and therefore 
that he hall not recover, but dye ſuddenly. 8 
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this Perſon fears not, is not diſmayed upon hope in 
Gods mercy that his fin is pardoned, however thus vi- 
ſited; will you not ſay, that for him to live indeed, and 
to dye is Chriſt? What mortal man can in ſuch a caſe 
overcome and conquer fears of Death, but by Chriſt 
that died for him. And thus was Moſes born up by 
him, who only ob all others was a greater Prophet then 
Moſes. But : J | 
2. To come cloſer to the Objection ] ſhall oppoſe 
David to David, and Hezekiah againſt Hezekiah; and 
at worſt ſeem but to make them (according to their 
own practice when alive ) even graciouſly fall out with 
themſelves for their Infirmities, And firſt of all there« 
fore to begin with David. Indeed in his infirmity he 
fears : but yet he knew how, and was much uſed tbo, 
in imminent dangers, and very diſmal hazards of life, 
to comfort and ſtrengthen himſelf in his God. How 
tranquilly did he welcome and make a quiet choice of 
ode of Gods dreadtulleſt judgments, a great morrali 
by the Plagne? Whilſt wicked men may juſtly loo 
on it as a fearful thing to fall igto the bands of the livi 
God; David counted it his ſafeſt way; that which he 
dreaded left of all the other. And to put you in mind 
of Hezekiah; Did not he 2 little after his chattering 
bear up quietly under Gods terrible threat of a moſt ſad 
judgment coming upon his Children and whole King. 
dom, particularly for a fin he committed juſt upon his 
Recovery? (which of all fins provoke God, and da- 
mage a man moſt, ) yet did he not without terrour ſay? 
Good s the Ward of the Lord, Iſa. 39. 8. Nay, conſider He- 
getiah in the very ſame condition as when he chattered, 
for his after life was but a Reprieve of fifteen years. 
And we find that fifteen years of our laſt paſt life gives 
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the fearr "of Death ® 44 
us but little comfort, when we have buc fre duet 
live. So what comfort againſt DeathcouldiHeurtaby 
fifteen years adminiſter to him, whien be committed 
ſuch fins in the Prime of thoſe years, which at death he 
ſhould leave behind him, to ruine his Poſterity and King- 
dom withall, & when he quick] ad but five daies to live 
of his fifteen years,- nay, but five hours of them, nay, 


bur five minutes, coul bis paſt then Antidote 
his fears * For no doubt when the meſſage of his re- 
prieve came by the Prophet 7/aah to him, even that 
hour fifteen years exactly his/li nine des 
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4 — if we meaſure him by dur own — 
bolly, yet. aſual muſings; he might be 
3 — ring bi everand anon 
35 theſe: | Now, oh now I have burone poor, yeat 
of my fifteen to come, and agiin,” but a little — 
ad is now n bus ne Monty the nec a though 
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And hereupon thoſe who me to be 
hour, are more able tobe rack with fear, beciuſe of 


the certain and fidden approzctrf- Death, and that in 
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a good man, that had a good heart and a good 
life, having done that wbich is 8 Gods fight , 1 
— the objection of his fearing death is ſufficiently au- 
ſwered with hib oor. fearing death When ho came 04s 
z:Which-thqugb it he not recorded 25 
ſcrupled, — muſt be dene 
—— in the Lord, do dye, though nat fo 
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have but little ſpace, raving or — 

much. Yet I am confident, thit as Sona ar 

joyes accompany but few Saines juſt at their 
ont of this world; fo alfo am T as ſure, that great fears 
at that nick or point of Death do accompany none of 
them : Fears may aſſault them, but not poſſeſs'them, 
Saints dye at leaft reſiſting them; which is even then to 
be aQually delivered from their captivating power, 
Bur — fear of Death after all that can be ſaid, 
ſeems to be the common temper of Gods children, as 
well as the Devils ſtaves: I shall labour to ſne ſome 
ſufficient difference in their fearing death, ot any Cala- 

Ke — following particulars. 
irſt; Sain = ful men fear, but not as Saints, 
. . —— 
aged either t 

tion, ot at of the Commiſſion art 
than it is eaſie for WNT 
evil, much more death it ſelf, to xus them down. 
obſerve it when 2 Saint lives 48 2 Sint, — 
munion with God, race, bafſſes 2 ti- 
on, maintains #' wiſe feur — — 
| Note be evil tydings ; ot let death 
it ſelf beat zn Alarum to judgment, the Saints ſear not, 
n Ae loadeth due une 
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ite ray work togerher for the Ts tak 
Gods gl v all is welcomed with joy ;- as it was 
— counted it an honour to ſuffer for Chriſts 
nates ſocks, ſtripes, and impriſonments, yea,  miſe- 
rable Dezths, Their noble eye, piercing into Ecernity, 
jmmorcaliry, - and glory, could read a meaning in that 
Text, Cuno it all je when ye fall into divers Temptations, 
— yes, when into the Grave and Pit it ſelf, Heb. 10.34. 
8 And ye took joytally the ſpoyling of your goods, as 
"8 knowing. in your ſelves that ye bave in heaven a better, 
and an chduring ſubſtance: Into a full poſſeſſion of 
which, Daw 4 at worſt-could but put chem So that 
3 the Saints ſÞiritwal courage will quickly ſwallow, pp their 
0 natural fears. The _ 2 con | in thoſe 
5 Worthies tecorded ia that N 
little book of Martyrs; Had. 1 — n 
red Death, as mach as. any of ours, yet 
would net ACCEPT of deliverance, that they 
tain a better Reſurręction. 
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God: For he ſaid ( My God, ay twice j but 
once only, Why haſt thou forſaken me + Wh ch evidenih 
ſhews his fear was no other than filial, upon confidence 
of his ſure intereſt in Gods love, as his God and Father; 
and alſo that it was Ie, than his pan: For his pain was 
exceſſive ,, his fear not ſo, but moderated with the hi hel 
fortitude and courage. And fo Chriſt, in that be hi 
ſelf ſuffered. being Tempred, is able to ſuccour them 
that are tempted. True Saints are anointed with the 
yery ſame UnRion  wherewith Chriſt was anointed, 
And: as he had ſome of their ſence of Pain; to they 
likewiſe have ſome of his Cour "age under it. 
| 3 Saints may fear God in an affiction, though 

an affliHion it ſelf; God — ot in death, but na death 
Na be it kno u to the worſt 4 — enemies of 
Chriſt it is not ownof a Tyrant, 
dr the black vilage, of Death. har his and damps a 
Saints heart; but 1 2 nis doubtful and dark appre- 
henſipns of God in 2 are they that weaken his 
heart. 108 that is a ſad S ig pt 2 4 1 
| med by thine. anger, and by are we trowb! 

God Ine bes Saints 1 1 1 5 Stocks, 1 

| of gods 3 Death it ſelf occaſions little fear, 
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anger i not turned amay, but bis hand & ſtrerched ont 
Now though the Saints through faith in Chriſt, do not 
ſuffer theit hearts to be ttoubled with fears of Gods ha- 
tred, yet they are troubled ar his anger and diſpleaſure, 
A Child, when his Fathers anger is legible indeed in 
ſtripes, concludes not that his Father hates bim; yet 
trembles at his anger. And indeed it is no valout in the 
world, not to fear Gods conſuming anger. To this 1 
might add, That Saints may fear fore fin viſited by a 
mortal ſickneſs, and the like. which they might nevet 
ſufficiently know, was a fin, or thetnſefves — ofit, 
if indeed they did know it to be 4 ſin + or, chat they 
re nor ly repos of; its or fully forſaken it : Or, 
may fear their own unpreparedneſs for, wetkneſs 
inſufficiency ro grapple with affition, pain, — 

Death 3 it Ki. And all this is not to fear the 
any mortal calamity, or of Death it ſelf.” But I — 
rent ging hr e ay Ka 
ments; that w y at my 
your ſerious | 

Fifthly, Will you 1 a diſtinction berwixt the 
wicked ites and the Saints fears ? Be pleaſed to 
take it: fear not with an ter de 9. 
worſt; but 8 doth every wicked men. 
either altogether preſume in Proſperity, or in 


; 2 3 — uſt 28 it was in get: 4b 
", ks ew ne ens bge mer erry within ——. 
t bh Ee * —— 


ſales the $ Ar ping; and but at the re · 
bare heart died within bim as a 
N 2 — 


rs 


*,* 


f SEL 5 
- - 
- "4 S . e v9 a 
. ls 5 9 


A 


W 


— 


= OTA 


ES” 


prioging from the „ "who drown their cares and 
{ala ag Hoglhead: ' whilſt Salnts drown heirs in 
Chriſts bloud. Alas ! what ſpirit have wicked-men when 
their Wine is gone out of them? The Saints hearts 
may quake and be ſhaken a little, but yer they are at 
— when as the very firſt evil tydings of ven. 
eee eee 
Wie ear rs, a5 ec or as a 
— abe without Anchor, before a Tem 

— the Saints to their worſt fears, fo that they to 
eſcape, and make a ſupply of weak faith with a fooliſh 


I yet ſtill their fears are not the fears of 
the wi 


Fi have even then ſome hope in God 
; real hold an God though bu little, 20d 
pea yes, 2 5 lite, Therefore. G 
and delivered. him from Ab 
i — though his hope in 
7 22 Ms Dore 2 very 
. —_— Ed, (there is ſome hope 
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A 75 hope, yet ſome 
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8 is Ne — 
© nearer aal Hoſt kame, neither ws there ſpirit: in them 
{as ary more;' Joh 5.1. Tneit fear had qujte conſuj ed 
. their ſpires. Hence it is that deſpair cartieß away (6 
120 of them at laſt. But it is quite conttiry wirh 
thoſe that are in Chriſt, following him in all the di 
. culties of the Regeneration, and deadly troubles of ths 
lie their Ch t excreaſes with their davgers,' AF the 
RE: , ova ome ſmart, and ſome fear; pena 
pain, gone ar all » At the firſt they may be ſomewhat 
affrald of evil Tidings; but not long, or not long fo 
much; Ir may be there i is upon furthe certainty and 
"Xx feeling of what they heard and feared before, 'nay, chere 


is frequently greater quiet and ay of 
mie eder Gods farherly hand. A ſoul that hath'true 
grace; though but weak, feeling it ſelf ' almoſt — 
one in deſp , iirs up all its ſtren mas ele 
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„ jaſt as ; the ſpiritis failing before the 

3 it revives: when as in fuch 2 caſe the Wicked 
24 mans ſpirit, like a Nabals, ſinks as 2 ſtone within him- 
Bs * See how the Saints dying hope, as I may call it, —.— 
in an utmoſt extremity : For when — 
hope e e por» 
Saints hope is like the Reſwrre 
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the fears of Death. 
Therefore have I hope ! What faies learned Calvin ? 
that ſagacious man in ſpiritual caſes. What? Doth de- 
ſpair cauſe hope? Saies he excellently, — — 
bili atque admirabili Dei beneſicis ſpes ex —— 
an unconceivable and moſt admirable working of God, 
the Saints hope ſprings out of deſpair, So it was with 
David, ſometimes even at firſt encounter diſquieted, 
quite amort z afterwards he rowzes himſelf and truſts 
in God: Therefore he confeſſes the whole matter, ſay- 
ing, At what time I am »ffraid I will truſt inthee,Pſal.56.3. 
This is a Saints moſt conſtant uſe, and a certain Reme- 
dy is taken by this courſgy nothing cures fear like hope. 
Though a Seint be ſurprized at firſt with fear, yet hope 
in God will recover him e're it be too late. As it did that 
reverend Mar tyr, who recanted for fear. For he maſtered 
his fears ſoon after, and burnt them with the ſame hand 
that drew back before: having in a greater pain leaſt fear; 
So it is in general or in common with Gods people; it 
may be at firſt, ſome fear, but through Chriſt, victory 
over it at laſt, Thus did the terrible army of Martyrs 
win the field and Crown of glory; and even ſo do all 
by-Chriſt more or leſs conquer their fears of Death, 
Take then a good man as'a good man, a child of God, 
(my Text ſpeaking of ſuch an one,) one that is graci- 
dus and ſerious, that walks with God, and there is no 
diſpute, no room for an objection; If, I ſay, he be 
eminently righteous, conſtant in holineſs, warchful and 
careful, cloſely walking with God; one whoſe ſoul 
Chriſt his great Shepherd hath reſtored and leads in the 
aths of Righteouſneſs, Chriſt ſtill conducting him, he 
is not aftraid ; though be walk in the valley of the (h1- 
dow of Death. Thus it is with the Saints, Ctrriſts 
Souldiers confliting with _ — 
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| E to is laſt onſet oa the 
Staves brink, -; The Saints may truly make Sewpſon's 


Riddle, their Song, es 14-14, Out of the eater 

comes forth meat, 28 the ſtrong comes forth 

ſweetneſs even ſo, at worſt, out of the fearfulle Death, 

the livelieſt Hope, And now I think the 06; 22 

en will not in the leaſt diſturb my Applicuion ot * 
USE. 


And becauſe I have no deſign to tire the Preſs, or any 
ones patience, but to make the Comforts of the Scti 

ures go down both as quickly and as pleaſantly as may 
be 1f I chill only add a few rds _ er mation, and 
then of Ex bort ation with Dire And ficſt of Infor- 
mauion in two things. 

Firſt, See bow Precious Chriſt is : who is (uch a De- 
liverer as hath not only purchaſed heavens for us, but gi- 
ven us the fr fraits to taſte, He not only frees akoge- 
ther from Bernal Death, but from the fears of — 
ral and bodily Death. Therefore this being a great 


benefit we — by Chriſt, is particularly extolled by 


the A Paul, who preached up the glory of- hit 
Dear- Jeſus, with what - fi advantage. be could 
take, 28 1 Cer. 15.36. Thanks be 10 God { laʒes he) who - 
bath given us the wittery, that is, over (Dear and ic 
power; through aur Lord Feſws Chriſt, Oh there is the 
Emphaſis z there is his Selah, as I may ny; Thr | 
— ſas Clriſt. Oh! How dear ſhould this os 
this Deliverer be to us? Who makes us poor Creatures 
ſa dear tohimſelt; at that, fich we muſt dye, yet the 
fears of _ ſhould not moleſt and vex us the remain- 
ing part of our life. 

Secondly, Ses the Teſibiluy of arraining this Tem- 
3 Death, nay, alſo the Neceſsiig ot * 
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Be not prejudiced ignorancly iſts defign 
your owa duty, yea, — happineſs: Do not 
you cannot sctain it; it requires aſſurance; and aſſa+ 
rance rarely, if ever, enj by Saints in this life. Do 
not jumble miſtakes together; you have ſcen what is 
required to it; Md how Chriſt works the feats of death 
out of his peoples hearts. Come, come, ſay O Saint, 
hereafter with the Apoſtle Paas, 1 cas do 4 'hivgs 
through Chriſt that ſtrengthens me : Say with Dawid 
Theagh 1 walk tn the alley of the ſhadow of Death, 1 wil 
fear no ill, for ilos art with we, Follow obs and others 
their courage in the expectation of dearth, Is God 
any reſpecter of perſons? Is not a childs pertion 2 
childs portion? You expect heaven as well as thoſe 
eminent Saints, and the ſame Crownof glory: And 
why ſhould you not fight as manfully as they, who could 
dare death it ſelf? "But ſtill this ion is clouded 
with ſome kind of — And there ate that 
ſay s Indeed Chriſt hath delivered Scriptute Saints, and 
- ſome others it may be from the fear of deach, and can 
do as much ſot us; But yet is any thing in fo gren an 
attainment our duty? Or to us po 2 Few or none 
attain a full aſſurance of faith, without which can any 
attain to freedom from the fears of death e What you 
anſwer is of Eminent Saints, Paul, Fob, Dawid, who 
had this rare thing aſſurance, and fo by Gods grace and 
the power of Chriſt, they might conquer rhe fears of 
Death. And it is evident, though God is no reſpecter 
of perſons, yet all Gods Children have not equal artain- 
ments herein. Well, l nov it, and for the maſt part, nay, 
I might ſafely ſay, alwaies long of themſelves; either 
they refit God more, or ſeek him leſs than other Saints; 
or are fooliſhly — his good will, — 
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it not 
1 or at 
leaſt ſimple uſe of it, are in this even turned Papiſts⸗ 
There is ſay they, Certitudo oljecti, not 
certainty of Saints ſalvation, but not of its een 
ihem, as if indeed in this valley of tears che Saints eyes be 


always fo bleared that they cannot ſee(one of a thouſand) 


ſuch a myſtery and ſecret. The white ſtone it is true, hath 
2 new name written in it, which none can read indeed 
but him that hath it; What: nor he neither ſcarce at all; 
is it written in ſuch very ſmall Letters as cannot be ſeen 
by the ordinary illumination of Gods people: Such ſay 
Saints ſalvation no doubt is certain in it ſelf, but ſeldom 
or never clearly evident to them; to this purpoſe or ef- 
ſect too many wrong God and themſelves roo. Well, 
liſten to this too much, and run this dark black gotion 
dovon into its blind conſequences and palpable inconve- 
niences, ( which will ſcarce be avoided, errour in this 
world 2 — much faſter than truth.) This I 
I tell you will be one ſaid Conſequence,the Devil comes 
on you, and if God permits him, (as ſuch a ſtrange 
miſunderſtanding of the Goſpel provokes him to it,) 
then I aſſure you he will ſhake you ſorely with the fears 
of death. But pray you now conſider at length; Is. 
making of Calli Election ſure, making it ſuce in 
it ſelf, or to our ſelves ſecure and evident? is it our du- 
ty ſufficient to draw. near unto God with faith, or ta- 
ther alſo with the full aſſurance of it? Is indeed God 
bound in his Covenant to give the Saints more and 


more grace, but no comfort at all? Surely, as well not 


one, as not the other; and the ſame hinders one, as well 
235 the other, even our ignorance and unwillingneſs; 
who-as we oft refuſe to return to the Lord, fo ny much 
tener 
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ofrener do we refuſe to b 


to be commanded to rejoyce in the Lord alwaies ? Vea, 
to count it all joy when we fall into divers Temptati- 
ons? If no promiſe of ability from God to enable us to 
rejoyce. Huth not God confirmed his Covenant by 
an Oach, that we ſhould have ſirong conſolation as well 


as es Heb. 5. 17, 18. ls not joy one of the fruits 
= 


Spirit? Doth not the Kingdom of Chriſt 
government of our hearts conſiſt in righteouſneſs, 
, and joy inthe Holy Ghoſt £ Doth not an Apo- a 
le uſe his Authority thus? Rejoyce in The Lord alwates, Rom 167 
and Again I ſay rej ce. Who dares then preach Gods | 
Word otherwiſe 2 And clip the Sctipture language, and 
tell people it is enough, or that it is pretty is a 
Saint can (ay thus, I deſite to be Gods child, though 1 | 
cannot call God Father, Alas! there can be but poor . 
joy in thy deſites of being Gods child, if thou kno weſi 9 
not but God is thy enemy. Will this be a comfort to <4 
thee, that thou defireſt to be Gods child, whilſt thou - 
knoweſt that thou negleReſt a ſtrict command of te- C 
joycing in the Lord almaies, flatly tebelling againſt a 
Conſcience binding Goſpel-Law, and putting God off 
with a Complement, that ſuch Commands are too 
ood for thee: I am (ſure they are too good to be diſo- 
ed. But to return, Doſt thou deſite to be Gods 
Child e Let thy defires be like a childs defices ; obedi- 
ent deſires. Doſt thou defire to be a dutiful Child:? 
Then rejoyce in thy Father alwaies,and again, I ſay, re- KG 
joyce. Whether is ground of comfort chinkeſt thou; _ 
thy diſobedient deſites, or Gods free pardoning love? "2 
Truly, I queſtion whether there be not a dreamun ſuch J. 
kind of fancies, fancies I call them; it taken for com- 7 
borts. and reſted in. — | 
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„ _ . 4s Amide ee 
knoweſt what thou ſayeſt 
Child; if tbou haſt no evidence that God loves chee & 2 


Father ? This is to give the — Jobs the lye, who 
ſaies plainly, that we love him becauſe be firſt loved us. 


Some may think it modeſty for a Saint to ſa, I deſire 


to be Gods child, but dare not call God Father. Mode- 
ſty ! for a child not to on his true Father | 1 
evident love, the ſenſibleſt thing that is felt off God in 
the world, for God is love. This I know, that ſome- 
thing like it, is but ignorance; pride, and floathful reſt- 
ing in miſerable &taiaments, ali ſadly put together; not 
that. I am any the leaſt friend to a rain, peremptory con · 
ſtant, and ſudden aſſertion, My Gd and wy Fuer: 
But ſuch an one I contend for, as ſprings from a ſerious 
meditation of Gods unſpeakable love revealed in the 
Covenant of grace; and from the due exerciſe of Grace, 
elpecialby in the actual worſhipping of God; wherein 
moſt Scripture Saints have expreſt their higheſt confi- 
dence in God as a Father, even at their Devotions, 
And alſo ſuch an aſſertion I plead for of a Saints inte- 
reſt in God as'a Father, which together with all the 
reſt, arifes from a-peculiar operating preſence of the wit- 
Spirit, whereby a Saint is enabled to cry, Alba, 
Father: Which Spirit dwelling in the Saints, and ens- 
bling them in all Acts of Worſhip, yea, of their life 
more or leſs, cannot but give them a ſweet ſence all 
along alwaies in their hearts of Gods being their Father; 
unleſs they have fo ſinned as Douid, driven way the 
Comforter, and ſo need to pray with him; Reftore q 
Lind the-Foys of thy ſalvation, — —— with thy 

free Spirit. Therefore let Miniſters eſpecially, and a 
choſe who ought to comfort one another; let Gods 
Heralds, I ſay, and Preachers of Goſpel glad * 
? abhor 
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thut chow loveſt God as 2 
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"the Narr of Death. 7 
abhor to be like the Devils Goes to ſeed the Saints 
with weak cold comforts, like bread and water of vf. 
ction, that will certainly betray them to the power of 
the Devil, and the fears of Death. What? Comfort 
and bolſter up a Communicant, one that having many 
years profeſſed true Chtiſtianity may now be called 
within in hour to heaven; What? I fay, to comfort 
ſuch an one with his AB C, his rudiments; that it is 2 
Natter of content and reſt to him, that he deſites to be 
Gods Child, though he cannot call God Father? We 
may ſhut up our Bibles, and ceaſe — comfort; 
if rhis — Every ede leaſt Saint may quickly 
attain to this, for it is the leaſt tilat ue grace ein do; it 
may be 28 quickly done as faid by a true Saint. But 
ſurely there is ſomething more in drawing near to 
God, in{ollowing on to ſeek the Lord; even 7 A- 
ranct Faith t leb. to. 22. And truly to comtort Sailfts 
Conſciences wich their atraining leſs then v) ( extept 
in ſingular caſes and conditions of great relapſes and 
ſore deſertions,) is to comfort them with their reproach; 
oye of lutie ſaub. Is this to lead fad Saints intò paths 
o $-and peace? Or rather to hoodwinck 
them, and ſo leave them in the dark unto the Devil, to 
fright them: Is this to comfort and cure Saints weak 
hearts ? Or rather to keep them weak and valetudi- 
nary ? Or is it not to play the Moꝑntebanks with them? 
And byindulging their fears and doubts to take a conrſe 
to have them al waies viſiting us for our weak Phyſick; 
when as Chriſt hath left us, and all his, ghyã firong 
Conſolattons and Cerdials; and that with 4 Probatum + 
thereupon, the ptobatiom and experienee of every New - 
Teſtament Stint. But 1 will ne yon Seripture. Dtvi- 
nity, and not ſparingiy neither; - —— __ 
. * 1 . 1.3. 
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195. 1.3. And trol au felloenſbip is With the Father and 
a ho Sow Felus cbt Verſ. 4. 4nd — things write we 
to gon, that your joy might be full. Chap, 2.5. Hereby 
k 19w we, that we are in him. Chap. 3. 2. Beloved, now wt 
are the Sons of God, Vetl,14, We know that we have paſ- 
ſed from death unte life becauſe we love the Brethrey, 
Verl. 19. And hereby we know that we are of the trath, 
and ſhill aſſure our bearts before bim. Verſ.24. And here- 
by we know that he abideth in as. by the Spirit which be hath 
given . Chap.4.13. Hereby know we that we dwell in 
lim, and ht in us, becauſe be hath given ws of his Spirit. 
Verſ.16. And we have known and b:lieved the love that 
God hath to iu. Chap.5.13. Theſe things have I written 
wnto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that 
ye may know, that ye have Eternal life: Verſ. 14. And 
this u the confidence that we have in him, that if we ack 
any thing according to his will, be hearethw. Ver.15; 
And if we know that he heareth us, whatſoever we ack we 
know, that we have the Petitions that we deſired of bim. 
Verſ. 19. And we know that we are of God, and the whale 
world lyeth in wickedneſs. Verſ. 2. And we know that 
the Son of God is come, and bath given uw an anderſtand- 
ing, that we may know him that is true: And we ave 
in him that is true, cen in bu Son Feſus Chriſt, This is 
the true God and Eternal life, 14 

Here is the right deſcription of a New Teſtament, 

Goſpel-Saint, and the nature of his confidence which 
he holds to the end, maugre all the terrours of Death 
ot Devil, · Upon all which let me ſay thus much, ( for 
I am labouting to have the Axe laid at the root of all 
horrid fears of Death,) do but conſider it ſeriouſly; 
and gu whether to comfort ſouls with puny 
lazy, and eafie refleRions on that which ſadly ſhore o 
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do hold our theſe Docttines, 
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to ; For love thin nfo | 
eſpecially from God. That ye: " 


tn love, 5 
d with aff Saints, phit & the Menn, 
b, and bright, an know * 1 
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at aſſurance of Gods love to u if ee; 
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the. Now who* 
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he: ee eee 
An on, oe 
Bane, Wk 11 Did dire 


the fears Drab. . 
geep are affiigined. Therefore . Solomen deals ts wildly 
= * Eccleſ. 12. who thinks fare 
off, ſay, he preſeacs the young man with a moſt , 
— and unparallel'd — of his latter end; 
puts him in miad betimes of his latter daies; that ſo 
meditating and expecting ſuch an end of his daies, he 
might not be 3ffcighted at death, nor unprepared for 
judgment. Oh! watch, watch; for certainly, Chri- 
ſtiaos, familiar choughts of death, if according to 
e would breed in us che contempt of 
Deat | 
Fitthly, Be faithful in celebrating all Gofpel ordner 
of Gods Worſhip ;, Communion, with 25 in them 
raiſes a mans ambition above his Cowardice, and makes 
him covert to be with Chriſt, though A 
. 
the. v 4 4 mails, 
thes art wit oxy Ia the next verſe 2 
where God and be met. ver 6, Twill ee 
the Lord for euer. Communion with his ſhepherd, 
elpgGidlly in holy\ Worſhip, made him tear ao evil that 
death could aff ont him wiib. Two Oidinances of * 
Worſhip of God, 2nd: for Communion with him, I 
only hint as expedient to this preſent purpoſe, becauſe 
one of them I muſt ſpeak more — the Concluſion, 
on re Brayer and the Lords Sup 
: er, The dof al things as hand, belw 
kind py. Wir Thy end co be (ure 
is at | Watching is, of little avail 
without Prater. 227 14 pray wach in faith. O, 
Salots, have . * ound in A * 7 
We 
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iv Hieidots „in 
e 7 — dat 
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ya kgs Death ſhould ar laſt make them mit their good 
old way to heaven. Tn 


—— Receive the Lords Sup 
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\ to them, fear m Shines --Lerie 
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will. Only take heed to thy (elf in receiving the Sacr2- 
ment of the Lords Supper; for 2 
prove thy peyſan. An unbecoming .rementhrance it 
that Ordinance of Chriſts death, may coſt thee thy 
life, and bring the Plague to thy body, as. many good 
Divines are of the opinion that the Plague raggd 
amongſt thoſe unworthy Communicànts of the Coriy- 
thians that were even many of them weak and fickly, 
yea, many faln afleep, A Plague ſure; becauſe many 
— Maimain a very exact and holy Converſation 
_ God in thy Cloſer, and in thy houſe in a per- 
way 


. Who was it that had a deſire to be diſſolved ? 
Whowas it * That by all means laboured to attain to 
the reſurrection of the dead? To enjoy 282 


perfection of Feng a0 without the leaft 
Deach? Wa 2 the Apoſtle Pal? 
whos you fiad in the ſame place, ed 


. count 
not himſelf to be already r 


Dearhiglatily,” that be avis 
on of th Dead. | 
in heaven, will leaſt fear his pi | ; 
having in his life time been much uſed to be above. 
Thoſe that fer their minds on:chiggs above 
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- ivers tr not only fearleſs of Death! duc defirous df it. 
The Apoſtle Per ſpeaking of fuffrings; coanſelstbos, 

1 ret. 4. 9. Lt them tha ſafer according to the willof 
God commit the keeping of their ſouls to him in 
ing as unte «faithful Creator, Truly, for Saints not on- 
5 ſuffer, but to dye as well as others is the appointed 
| of God. Let chem then cbmmit the keeping of 
their ſouls to God in death, or under the expe@ition of 
ix, in welt doing as untc a faithful 2 tor then 
can no more feat Death en. 


they NN 
Sods fſairbfulneſs, | | 
f abi fiction 


„ Make agoodimprovemient of 

Conquer them by faith and patience, and For nite det. 
ter deal with Death. The A Paul ttiumph t ddt 
— rr tribolnion, —— © 20d ke 

our over t ons; t 
— Ttuly, overcoming — devblh 

—— to Death it ſelf, let it do its worſt; fy pe 
ſwadedthar neither lifenor death, neicher tHe 1 
pains of Death, if not che fit oe 
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others, Example is Land their courage as well 
v e bon ex 05 6 ; 
pr: 
Chciſt that ſuch. Saints —— — freely — 4 — 
as God, {0-Chriſtis ao reſpecter of perſons, eſpecially 
no; partial to his own chilgten, who, have all ag 
equal- .ncefeft/ in the Common Saviour, and Deliveter. 
Coofider that ſeriouſly and rake courage. Remember 
once and agaia thet-Heb.7, 15. He is able to ſave to the 
— 9 — them chat come dquto God by him; them, 
rhir is, v hoſoentt came, e | 4 —_ 
Paul bimſelf: and 1 


— 22 2 4 
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thenand an, e to 

his death. I beſeech yon conſider alſo yout living at 
dying 8 Saints, whoſe eminent lives are i your 
motiea; conſidet and trace: in them the evident 
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LN — es that ſeek thee. 
256 51 is ſo experienced, wok that kno 
in" oſt trum i chte How come to truſt God 


the⸗ this day, 
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bo Atom ven 
everlaſtung baroingstOhi therefore ſai 
had feit Gods anger, when his 1 
little, bleſſed are all they that put t 5 
Fourthly, Froſt» God when thou findeft 
fearfal;- eee e tha made, 0 
duty of traſting God moſt ſeaſonable and advantsgidus 
to thee; and therefore an hour, wherein 22 2 
expect the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit to bet thee up, 
according to Davids confidence, grounded ey ook - 
perience, P/al.56.3. What me 1 aw Fn rt iruft 
—_ why then ge 9 ſoul? Hope in dad. 
rected — mA pt that ney 
wa rom ine Lad; —— 
As God. = racious fon! —— 
9 God qt tremicy far Yong 
— made hold fail befor Bebe, as th poke woot 
therefote let thy truſt in Cod be at ork Whin 
ey pork hy work too; and that is im e- 
tremiey; ſet in with God, and thy Spirit (ill befuſt #2 
ned. When the fear of near approscting Deithch x 
thee home, and chy heart” Hates \ichia- thee, G. 
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mer V „matter? The;mar 
— 15 the door { Peace, O ſoul hope in God. 
bowſhall I 2 Away, away, hom ſhalt thou 
Þ thou not know that Gd is the health of thy 
e and thy God ? Yet his very Dewid could 
cay;qur ſometimes forſaken of God, as i cut off from 
Gods eyes, Oh that Gods People now a daies would 
5 not imitate Scripture Saints only in their complaints, 
* and weeping but alſo in their rejoycing, and 1 — z not 
follow chem only in their diffdence, but in- cheir 
dence alſo. ; and not only in their I 
Lacidis inervalli, as Iſalaß phraſes it, Walking with ibem 
inthe light of the Lord. Obe not like Scripture Stints in 
their ſpiritual (waoning away, but in their coming 
again; to themſelves; be like them, not only in their de- 
ſextions, or de jections, but their more u(t 
* of Gods love, Oh labour to. ſpeak the Dialect of Gods 
* Children with Davia, either in the phraſe of Pfal. 3g. 
* or 119. gg. either thus, Save me, o MY ww mw 
L AMT _ ſave me. 
8 Rely on nothing olſe. Tr 
all thine he "3 nd ew net 10 thint own ad 
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may, hut iruſt totem, i it de F 
times the greater; N yay mays 4 at truſtech 
in man, much more that truſteth in himſelf, that leans 4 
to bis own underſtanding, for he that doth ſo, wouldjif | 
he proſpered, (dich leis pity therefore he ſhould, ) 
ay, ha would ſacrifice to his own 1 as well en 
his own anden ſtanding. 

Seventhly, Preiſe 2 much ; even with thy lank; nd 44 
el ils i with thee, ander the greateſt Fudgments y ls is — 9 
a-dutyimoſt of all ſeaſonable, neceſſary, and adwadts- 4 
giaus to ches. Art thog alive c Praiſe; God, 3s the (lin . 
ving the liying (ſhould do; eſpecially, I ſay, in time < 
wry «+ Therefore Facob in his time of danger and 2 1 
fears, | 
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eadiponr parte Modis Ares him 8 
doth in every Petition get faſted) a 
| f *God. - Thus the ſoul in Prayer watks | 
Mi r arms of mercy, and Chrifts 500 
8 in danger we nei ſe cloſer into th Clefts 
of our bleſſed Rock til the indi —_ 
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night; Woe be to thoſe that ſay, 

truſt in God day and night, ale odd a mage 7. 
82 nor night, The Apoſtle ſaies indeed 
that this good widow is deſolate, hath none to help her; 
but yet to facilitate her faith, you know God hath eſpe- 
cially revealed his tender care of widows, yet their, even 
their truſt in God (if they will make any thing on't) 


muſt beraiſed and enlivened through continual. ſuppli- 
cations night and day: So muſt every one of us do, who 


make God our refuge in times of danger. I think every 
one of our hearts tells us without asking, what need. we 
have to truſt in God under this ſad Viſitation, and ſore 
Fudgment of the Plague, we may quickly fit in our Fa» 
milies, 4s 4 deſolate widow ; yea, how. quickly may we 


be (hat up in , as many are at this time. Well, if 


we would approve our Conſciences to God in this duty 
of truſting in him, which is our wiſeſt and ſafeſt pra- 
ctice, let us be exceeding fervent, yea, conſtant too in 
our ſupplications and prayers day and night. It is the 
uſe, you ſadly know, ( as of old) when a poor forlorn 
Family is ſhut up for the Plague, to make upon the door 
a Red Croſs, and to write 74 or by it, (Lord have mer- 
cy, &c. ) But as you love your lives both before and after 
infection, inſtead of that Red Croſs, have faith in the 
bloud of Jeſus; get your ſouls well 
And that which effectually cures the Flague of the 
heart, can more eaſily and quickly cure the Plague of the 
body : And ſo Chriſt may be your Paſeover indeed; 
the deſtroying Angel may paſs over you, and not touch 
thoſe that are careful by faith to get their hearts well 
ſprinkled with the blond of this /momacalate Lamb of God, 
then inſtead of that ſhort ¶ Lord have Mercy } 
do you pow ont your ſouls before the Lord, who poured 
M 3 out 


ſprinkled with it; 


Aft. vo 


out bis heare bloud for poor Runes. 
And to encourage you in the whole; even in all your 
Aabouts to attain ſuch z faith and confidence in Chrift, 
a8 may by his power work out of your hearts the flayiſh 
fears of Death: Take that excellent place of Scripture, 
Nabu 1.7. The Lord i good: A flrong hold iy the day a 
trouble; AND HE KNOWETH THEM THA 
TRUST IN HIM to be ſure that truſt in him, like 
Fob, though be flay them, Be aſſured of it, your Father 
which ſeerh in ſecret, ( in the ſecret Cloſer, nay, in-che 
ſecret Chamber and houſe ſhut up; he tbat ſeeth inſe. 
cret ) wil reward you openly. So that if you do indeed 
firmly believe in God, and believe alſo in Chriſt, you 
ſhall be able to ſay, and that from ſome ſweer 
experience, that in very deed, When his Wrath i ka- 
dled but a little, bleſſed (YEA, THRICE BLESSED) 


are all they that put their traſt in him. 145 


